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Sixth Biennial Florida AfricanAmerican Heritage Preservation
Network Conference

What’s Inside
Encountering, Embracing,
And Protecting Equality
Remains Big Business For
The NAACP

Story on Page A3

Pinellas Students
Improve On FCAT Writing
Assessments

Story on PageA4

A Life That Needs Saving
^^u^Nocera^resident/CEOofVISITFIoridarDeputy Mayor Goliath Davis III; Althemese Barnes, director of the John G. Riley House

Museum; and It. Governor Jeff Kottkamp unveil the cover of the 2007 Florida Black Heritage Trail Magazine.

By: JOYCE NANETTE JOHNSON

Correspondent

,

The 6th Biennial Florida African American
Heritage Preservation Network Conference was
recently held at the Hilton Bayfront Hotel. The 3- day
symposium, from April 24 to April 27th, was held for
fellow Florida African American museum directors
and historians to gather information and network.
They are on an urgent quest to preserve and
document Black History and to revitalize many
disappearing Black Heritage sites. The conference
was co-sponsored by the St. Petersburg Midtown
Economic Development Department and the John G.
Riley House Center/Museum in Tallahassee.
Our African American history, in the past, has
been diluted, minimized, and almost obliterated from

public view and never received the deserved
recognition for our contributions to society. Cultural
genocide was one of the main components of the
stranglehold of segregation. Across the nation, there
are now numerous African-American museums that
are striving to maintain the history so that it’s
valuable seeds can be passed on for future
generations. “We also need to know how to preserve
the African American community [landmarks] with
the influx of development,” said Tyna Middleton,
economic development coordinator for the Midtown
Economic Development Department.
In 1996 the John G. Riley Center & Museum
became a clearinghouse to assist local museums
according to founding director Althemese Barnes.
“We provide technical assistance and training to
these organizations, teach them how to develop fund

procedures, and help them to lobby for grants that are
available in the state,” she said. There is also an
outreach internship program under the direction of
Dr. Anthony Dixon, history professor at Florida
A&M University, where he and fellow historians go
to local museums throughout the state to teach
cataloging and collection techniques. The Center
recently purchased computers for 17 museums across
that state, and they hope to have a statewide web-link
completed soon. “To forget the past to deny future
generations their heritage and foundation of hope.
Look where we’ve come from and look where we
ended up. Our 80-90 year olds are dying off. This is

is

HERITAGE
continued on pg. A3
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Alpha Kappa Alpha
Conducts Legislative
Session At The Capitol

Tom Joyner and Local Psychologist Featured Speakers
At HBCU Florida Memorial University Commencement
Saturday. Danielle Odom, Blake High School
alumnus, graduated Cum Laude.
Dr. Cox congratulated the seniors on their current
success, for they have already beaten the odds. Only
40% ofAfrican-Americans who begin college graduate
compared to 50% Hispanics, 60% Caucasians, and
70% Asian.
She told them they may need to “Let go” of those
habits, relationships, and self defeating thoughts
which-may be standing in the way of their success
and replace them with habits and people who support
and encourage them to reach their goals.
She challenged them to strategize on how to use
the degree they have just earned, the success of
Tom Joyner
which is highly impacted by how they present
themselves, and how they treat the contacts they
By: Ersula Knox Odom
make. She said: “People don’t remember a lot about
Editor
what you say nor what you do, they remember how
you make them feel”.
Dr. Gena Cox, with ties to Tampa and St.
Dr, Cox said, “Begin with a firm handshake, a 30
Petersburg, spoke to the 2007 graduating class of
second commercial about who you are and what you
Florida Memorial University in Miami Thursday
do, and deliver it with confidence”.
evening. Tom Joyner delivered the Commencement
Dr. Gena Cox is an' industrial/organizational
address and received an honorary doctorate on

psychologist, an expert in human behavior^ and
works as executive coach, applied research specialist,
and business consultant with the Human Capital
Resource Center.
Dr. Cox earned her Ph.D. in IndustriaFOrganizational
Psychology at the University of South Florida, a M.S.
in the same discipline at University of Central
Florida and her Bachelor’s degree from Florida
Memorial College (now Florida Memorial University).
Dr. Cox is a member of various professional
organizations including the advocacy board of the
USF Stavros Center or Free Enterprise Education, the
national alumni board of the University of South
Florida, the St. Petersburg Area Chamber of
Commerce and the Greater Tampa Chamber of
Commerce.
Tom Joyner, one of the most recognized and
revered media personalities in the country,
challenged the graduating class to keep up with
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Democrats First Debate Is Void Of Africa
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RHETORIC”

We cannot overestimate
the
importance
of
the
Presidential Campaign for
2008. The world is in a big
mess. China throws all the rules to the wind as
they develop into a massive economic monster.
Russia is yearning for the days of old, The Cold
War. Genocide and suffering is bigger now then
ever before while a corrupt UN, IMF and
World Bank seem to be useless. The United
States leadership role in the world is being
questioned like never before. Now is the time
for a true leader to step forward. We need
someone to present a vision that addresses all
the major problems with solutions that can
quickly turn around fear, death, and horror with
hope, progress and prosperity.
On the evening of April 26 at the HBCU
campus of South Carolina State University, the
Democratic Party held its first debate involving
8 declared candidates. In essence, it was quite
cordial. All the candidates held mutual respect
for each other and there were no personal
attacks. They concentrated on various issues.
The biggest issue was naturally the Iraq civil
war. There is no text book approach to it but
they all agreed that we must get out as soon as
possible ~ someway, somehow. Then came the
usual issues such as ethics, abortion, guns,
healthcare, taxation, immigration, education,
fuel costs, international relations (generally
speaking), gay marriage, global climate change
and Cuba. We waited and waited but never

heard the issue of Africa addressed for the
whole ninety minutes. There were quick “half
sentences” about Darfur mixed in with other
matters by Senators Biden and Edwards and
Governor Richardson. There was no statement
of substance given to the continent at all. There
is just no way this campaign can go on and
ignore one billion people who are suffering
from the intrusion and adverse policy of
Europeans, Americans, et al.
Africa should be at the top of every
political agenda. People are dying by the
millions as a result of war, HIV/AIDS,
corruption and meddling from the 1st world
operatives. The Western Hemisphere has over
200 million descendants of Africa and we want
the current state of affairs to dramatically
change for the better. How can anyone Striving
to become the President of the United States,
leader of the free world, omit or ignore the state
of affairs on the African Continent. Who are the
advisors and managers of these campaigns that
think they can get away with this? Are they
trying to assume the black Vote again?
I am extremely disappointed in Barack
Obama who is the son of an African. How can
he stand there for 90 minutes and not mention
the problems and plight of this whole
continent. He is even on the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee but When asked “What
are the three most serious international
problems?” he mentioned Europe, Asia and the
Middle East. Is he so presumptuous that he
need not address our concerns? It reminds me
of a statement he made about Michael Steele, a
black running for US Senate, “Don’t vote for a

person solely because of his race”. That applies
to you, too, Senator Obama. We want to know
what you will do for the Diaspora. Say it and
say it loud! Of course, you must first start
thinking about it. As one pundit stated, “He was
the most abstract politician I have ever
watched”. Remember Senator, it is not What
you are but what you stand for and believe.
What about Senator Hillary Rodham
Clinton? She and her husband resided at the
White Hotise when the atrocious horror of
Rwanda took place. They just stood by and
watched it happen. Afterwards her husband
President Bill Clinton issued an apology. After
millions of deaths it was too little, too late. She
should be particularly interested in the
genocides of Darfur and Congo plus the wars in
Somalia and other regions. What is her opinion
on Zimbabwe among other hotbeds? Does she
or the rest of them have a concern?
It is clear. The Democratic Campaign is
void of concern for Africa and it is the
responsibility of the citizens of the United
States, particularly the 40 million plus African
Americans, to raise the issue and demand
proposed solutions with stipulated action.
America can do something about the dire state
of this continent and, as God as our witness, we
(African Americans) must demand it. Let’s
make this a major issue in this campaign.
Candidates from both sides must become adept
at the status of Africa and must provide viable
solutions that can be readily carried out. Those
who don’t must not get our vote or support.
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12” St South

2-Bedroom handyman redone by City in 1999. Only $78,900.

Commercial Handyman

Solid Masonry 2 story w/ 1500 sq. ft. on 1st floor and

1620 18th Ave South
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Realtor

(727) 327-1234
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700 Carillon Parkway, Suite 6
St. Petersburg, FL 33716
Qualifications include a high school diploma (or
equivalent); minimum of one year customer service/
sales experience; and a proficiency in billing systems
English/Spanish bilingual skills a plus! Shifts vary
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400 - 49th St South

Interested candidates, please apply online new
before our Career Fair: www.mybrighthouse.jobs

St. Petersburg, FL
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(727) 327-8309

Come dressed for success and be ready for onsite
interviews with our management team from various
departments. Competitive benefits package offered!

(727) 328-8309
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical

may be reproduced without expressed consent.

Louis D. Brown, Jr.

MID KNINUIMIEAFOOD
MARKET HElTAWiANT

Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m. to 9 p.m
Sunday... Gone Fishin’

EOE/M/F/D/V.
Pre-employment
drug screen and
background check
required.

IV© Look
Forward To
Seeing You!
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MIDTOWN NEWS
Encountering, Embracing, And
Protecting Equality Remains Big
Business For The NAACP
For almost 100 years, the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) has championed keeping
the “pese.” This is not the peace, but the
political, educational, social and equality of
rights of all persons as well as the elimination
of racial hatred and discrimination. When the
National NAACP demanded along with other
civil rights advocates the termination of Imus
for his derogatory remarks toward AfricanAmerican women, the St. Petersburg Branch
of the NAACP shouted “Hooray!”
The fact that such a statement could be
made referencing African American ladies
suggested clearly that we, the NAACP and
its supporters have unfinished business.
Consider youth who have demonstrated
talent, perseverance, hard work, dedication
and a competitive spirit that led them
becoming the semi-finalist in the National
Collegiate Athletic Association Women’s
Basketball Tournament, these youth are
models of positive youth development. Th'e
message is that we can be mentored and that
our youth are “coach able.” But, instead of
receiving applause, for a job well done, they
are insulted at a level that white and Black
America screamed, “Enough is Enough!
The majority media remains too
comfortable with capturing African-American
youth in the negatives. Yes, it is true that
more Afriean-Americans are dropping out,
yes, it is true that juvenile crime is going
down, but our youth remains overly
represented in the juvenile justice system,
and yes, it is true, that teen births are going
down, but African females represent the
highest demographic group Where there are
births to teen parents. But, it is also true that

HERITAGE
continued from front page
our last chance to preserve the oral history.
For many years our history was not
identified. We’re doing catch-up,” he said.
Mayor Rick Baker spoke of building a
seamless city while preserving the cultural
integrity of the past to include new
improvements such as the new Sweetbay
Supermarket, post office and soon a bank.
Deputy Mayor Goliath Davis, who oversees
Midtown Economic Development, said, “You
can utilize historical assets to stimulate
growth.
Workshops included Archival Techniques'
Digitization Planning and Decision making,
Grant Writing and Fund Development,
African-American Land Preservation and
Conservation, Documenting the Social
History Of African-Americans, Preserving
African-American Historic Cemeteries;, and
Heritage Tourism; a Movement, among other
timely topics.
The concept of Heritage Tourism seeks to
market African-American historical sites,
museums and cultural attractions as an
alternative vacation specialty. The official

the Rutgers University women’s basketball
team were the runner up for the NCAA
Women’s Basketball Tournament. There was
no reason not to acknowledge them by Imus
or anyone for such a great achievement for
who they are and for what they had earned:
ladies who are NCAA champions. To reference
these ladies as “nappy headed “hos” was
unpardonable a!nd unnecessary. This was a
bold insult to African-American youth who
should have been recognized for their victory,
but instead he went there. The St. Petersburg
Branch was pleased to know that other
Americans still not join him in “going there!”
This was a serious miscalculation on Imus’s
part. America is no longer ready to be that
blatan that open with its institutionalized
racism.
The demand for justice and respect for
the African-American culture remains the
major agenda of the oldest civil rights
organization and its partners. The local
NAACP stands to encounter, embrace and
protect the victories of the past. We must
apply an approach that challenges the
conditioning of the African American people
so that we can embrace our triumphs lieu of
the acts of self-hatred. I am speaking of the
weekly Black on Black homicides and the
name calling of African-American females in
the lowest of low derogatory terms in our
popular music. Join us in our continued
crusade by attending the 74th Annual
Freedom Fund Banquet of the St. Petersburg
Branch of the NAACP on June 2, 2007 at the
St. Petersburg Coliseum. Contact the St.
Petersburg NAACP at (727) 898-3310 for
tickets and more information.

unveiling of the 2nd edition of VISIT Florida's
“Black Heritage Trail” guide, took place at
the conference by Lt. Governor Jeffrey
Kottkamp. The brochure is divided by specific
areas and counties and lists the main attractions
for each area, giving a brief but informative
description of each stop. The brochure can be
obtained at www.rileymuseum.org or by
calling 850-681-7881
Everyone agreed that the conference was
a success. There was also an opportunity for
individual vendors to showcase their many
diverse wares. Raynetta Mobley, owner of
Simply Natural said, “It was relevant to open
up dialogue. It helps the city to realize there
are other people in the city, and everyone’s
history and contributions should be preserved.”.
Dr. Martha Bireda of Blanchard House
Museum in Punta Gorda said preserving our
black history gives kids a sense of pride.
“When they come in they’re very excited.
Our kids never heard we had any part in
developing a town or about our hidden
history. We lived with the myth of inferiority
because our history had been hidden so that
others could have a sense of superiority. If we
do not reflect upon or repiember our culture,
we will be forgotten”

neighborhoods

event

programs |

Petersburg

• For the best pastries (pies, cakes,
bread pudding, etc.) and sandwiches in
Midtown, visit Green’s Bakery &
Sandwich Shop, 3065 18th Ave. S.
Everything is made from the freshest
ingredients and no preservatives are
used. Open daily, 9:305a.m. to 4:30
p.m.; closed Sundays. • Dial 323-2089
for call-in orders.

May 4 • Get Downtown. Central Ave. from
2nd to 3rd St. 5:30 to 10 p.m. Live music and
festive street party- Free. Call 393-3597.

• All your carpet & tile needs can be
met by Fred’s Carpet. Visit the show
room at 2942 18th Ave. S. and ask for
Fred or Letetia Stephens. Fred’s offers
quick, professional service at a compet
itive price. • Call 321 -8080 for a free
estimate.
• Does your hair need help? Hair For
You Beauty Supplies, 1502 16th St.
S., iiias aWfcfovariety ofhair pieces
an tfother specialty products. • Call

821 >802.

;

■■

,

• Looking for some delicious barbeque?
Hogley Wogley Bar-B-Q, 846 49th St
S, has your choice of beef, pork or
chicken. Open for lunch or dinner,
Monday through Sunday. • Call
323-9309.

• Considering building that home
you’ve always dreamed of? Let
Gateway Housing Center, LLC work
with you to make your dreams come
true. Gateway provides design, con
struction, financing and ownership
services. Visit our model center at 1501
Dr. MLK St. S. or call 896-0120. Open
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday
10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Wednesday 1 to
5 p.m.; and Saturday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed Sunday.
• For that quick stop onthe way to
work or on the way home, Quikie,
1500 Dr. MLK St. S., is your conven
ience store for groceries," snacks,
Lotto and a lot more!

• Angelia’s Hair Safariv2105 Central
Ave., specializes in hair loss replace
ment for clients who suffer hair loss
from Alopecia Areata, Traction Alopecia,
chemotherapy or premature balding.
Angelia’s also offers precision cuts,
relaxers, coloring, hair and scalp treat
ments, hair extensions and dreadlocks.
Open Tuesday to Saturday, 9 a.m. to
7 p.m. • Call Angelia at 551-2096 or
821-8816 for an appointment.
SCORE Business Tip;
5 Tips on Conserving Capital
— Determine your primary business of
units sold, customers sold, average
order, hours billed, etc. Know what
drives your business.

James Early, luncheon keynote speaker

Deputy Mayor Davis and conference
participant, Junius English

Diedre Morris, vendor and her daughter

mic development

—

Pricing should be determined by the
sum of product costs, service costs,
image of the business, direct and
indirect costs and a reasonable
profit.

—

Conserve capital. Do not commit
Cash or capital until necessary.
Don't buy services before you need
them.

—

Lease instead of buy when it makes
sense.

--

Look for office equipment that can
do double duty, for example a fax
machine that can also make copies.

May 4 & 11 • St. Pete Shuffle. St. Peters
burg Shuffleboard Courts, 559 Mirror Lake
Dr. N. 7 to 11 p.m. A hip twist on an old
game with music and art. Free. www.
stpeteshuffle.com or call 867-7228.
May 4 to 6 • Tampa Bay Devil Rays vs.
Oakland Athletics. Tropicana Field, One
Tropicana Dr. www.devilrays.com or call
888-FAN-RAYS.

May 4 to 6 • Whitney Bank Tampa Bay
Blues Festival 2007. Vinoy Park, Bayshore
Dr. & 5th Ave. N.E. Fri, 12:30 pirn. to 10 p.m.,
Sat. 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., Sun. 1 p.m. to
10 p.m. Listen to the internationally recog
nized blues sound of musicians from around
the country. Food and activities. $25 daily or
$60 for a three day pass. wwW.tampabav
biuesfest.com or call 502-5000.

May 5 • AWAPS Garage/Hangar Sale.
Aibert Whiffed Airport, 451 8th Ave. S.E.
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Rent a space for $15 to sell
your items, www.awaps.org or call 822-1532,
May 5 & 12 • Saturday Morning Market.
Central Ave. from 1st to 2nd St. 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. Free, www.saturdaymorningmarket.
com or call 455-4921.
May 5 • 11th Annual Family Fun Day
Festival. James B. Sanderlin Family Center,
2335 22nd Ave. S. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Entertainment, arts & crafts, carnival games,
medical screenings and giveaways. Free.
Call 321-9444.
May 5 • "Don't Grow Old with Rock and
Roll." Coliseum, 535 4th Ave. N. 8 p.m. to
midnight. Danc4 to the Fabulous Rockers.
BYOB. $23. Call 892-5202.

May 5 • The Florida Orchestra Progress
Energy Masterworks Brahms’ Symphony
No. 2. Mahaffey Theater, 400 1 st St. S.
8 p.m. $17 to $52. www.floridaorchestra.org
or call 800-662-7286.
May 11 to 13 • The Pier Aquarium Grand
Reopening Days. The Pier Aquarium, 800
2nd Ave. N.E. Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Sun. noon to 6 p.m. www.pieraquarium.org
or call 895-7437.
May 11 to 13 • St. Petersburg Times
Home Show. Tropicana Field. Fri. 10 a.m. to
6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Learn about new products and
services to make your next home remodeling
project a breeze. Call 825-3137.
May 12 • Walk for Life. Friendship Trail
Bridge, old Gandy Bridge. 6 a.m. to noon.
Benefit walk for the Pregnancy Center of
Pinellas County, www.iwalkforlife.com or call
216-1410.

st.petersburg
www.stpete.org

Economic Development
Continuing The Progress
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TAMPA BAY
Students From Pinellas County
Legislation Creating The
Schools Compete In State
Tampa Bay Area Regional
History Fair
Transportation Authority Passes
Florida Senate
Students from three high schools and two

State Senator Mike Fasano announces that SB

or expressway facilities.

506, which creates the Tampa Bay Area Regional

“I applaud the hard work of Representative

Transportation Authority, has unanimously passed

Bill Galvano and former State Senator Jim

the Florida Senate. The Authority will plan, design,

Sebesta for their efforts to bring this legislation to

finance, construct, operate and maintain multimodal

fruition,” Senator Fasano states. “The residents

transportation systems

with a seven-county

of the counties that make up the Tampa Bay Area

jurisdiction (Citrus, Hernando, Hillsborough,

will benefit from a cohesive plan to address future

Manatee, Pasco, Pinellas, and Sarasota).

transportation needs. The creation of the Authority

Additionally, the Authority will consider a full

will bring the transportation needs of the Tampa

range of public transportation systems, i.e.,

express bus, bus rapid transit, light rail, commuter

Bay Area into the 21st century.”
The bill now travels to the Florida House of

rail, heavy rail, as well as roadway systems,

Representatives where it awaits a final vote on the

bridges and including limited access expressway

floor.

Pinellas Students Improve On
FCAT Writing Assessments
Pinellas County Schools’
fourth-graders earning a 3.5
or better on the FCAT
Writing-Essay went up
seven percentage points this
year, the biggest increase in
five years. Fourth-graders
improved from 71 percent
earning a 3.5 or better in
2006 to 78 percent attaining that score in 2007.
Seventy percent earned 3.5 or better in 2003.
Sixty-six elementary schools increased the
percentage of students scoring a 3.5 or better.
Fifteen schools had substantial improvements,
scoring 15 percentage points or more than the
previous year. Some of the biggest gains were:
• Belleair - 78 percent from 51 percent
• Fairmount Park - 73 from 53 percent
• Lakewood - 77 percent from 52 percent
• Palm Harbor - 89 percent from 64 percent

District officials are pleased with the hard
work by students and staff members that led to these
results. Pinellas continues to equal or exceed state
results in both average scores and the percentage
increase in students scoring a 3.5 or better.
Below are the average essay scores for 4th-,
8th- and lOth-grade students. Again 4th and 8th
grade had higher average essay scores than last year
while lOth-grade students remained at the same
average level of performance. Pinellas’ average
scores were 3.9 for 4th grade, the same as the state;
4.2 for 8th grade, .1 more than the state’s 4.1, and 4
for 10th grade, .1 more than the state’s 3.9.
FCAT Writing - District Average Essay Score

Pinellas County Schools
2003

2004

:$905

2006

2007

4

3.6

3.7

3.7

3.8

3,9

8

4.1

3.9

4

4

4.2

3.9

4

4

4

Grade

10

4

Tarpon Springs Fundamental Elementary’s
scores were particularly impressive -100 percent
The FCAT Writing+ assessment provides
of students scored at 3.5 and 96 percent scored 4.0. students with an overall scale score that is a
As part of the district’s initiative to improve combination of their performance on essay and
FCAT writing scores, every 4th-grade teacher multiple-choice items. The score was reported
participated in a 1-day training in the writing for the first time in 2006. For this year Pinellas
program. This is the second year of implementation 4th-graders showed an 11 point increase in their
of a strong writing curriculum at the elementary
mean scale score from 291 to 302. Eighth-graders
level.
.dropped one point from 297 in 2006 to 296 in
Eighty-seven percent of eighth-graders scored
2007, and 10th graders remained at the Same score
a 3.5 or better, up 3 .points from 2006, and 81
of 300. Pinellas students scored at or above the
percent of lOth-graders made a 3.5 or better, the
state average scale at all grades on the FCAT
same as last year.
Writing+ assessment.
The largest middle school percentage
New for the 2007-08 school year, lOth-grade
improvements were:
students must pass, as a graduation requirement,
. • Clearwater Intermediate - from 70% to 87%.
the FCAT Writing+ test with a scale score of 300
• Lealman Intermediate - from 67% to 80%.
or above. This year, 5.1 percent of lOth-grade
• Pinellas Park - from 79% to 90%.
Pinellas students passed the Writing+ test with a
• Thurgood Marshall from 76% to 85%.
score of 300 or above. This is slightly higher than
• Tyrone - from 74% to 81%.
the state average of 49 percent.
Some of the largest high school gains were:
The reporting of achievement levels for FCAT
• Northeast - from 73 percent to 78 percent.
Writing+
is new this year. The achievement levels
• Osceola - from 79 percent to 83 percent.
are based on the total FCAT writing score that
• Pinellas Park - from 76% to 82%.
combines multiple-choice items and the essay.
The district’s writing curriculum has been Pinellas students did three percentage points better
improved to increase student achievement at all than state averages in 8th grade and 2 percentage
levels, which would provide assistance for middle points better in 10th grade compared to the state in
and high schools.
the number of students at Level 3 and above.
Pinellas 4th-graders were 1 percentage point
FCAT Writing
lower. The state percentage of students at Level 3
Percentage of Students 3.5 and Above
and above was 60 percent for 4th grade, 45 percent
Essay Score - Pinellas County Schools
for 8th grade and 49 percent for 10th grade.
For more information, please contact Dr.
2006 2007
Grade
2003
2004
2005
(Students!
Harry Brown, deputy superintendent, curriculum
71% 78%
70%
71%
4 (7,686)
71%
and operations, 588-6121.
8 (8,079)
10 (8,271)

84%
84%

76%
82%

82%
81%

84%

87%

81%

81%

Siobhan Roland, Actavia Cardona, Ashley Donald

middle schools will represent Pinellas County

and Angelique Allen of Gibbs High, group

Schools at the State History Fair competition May

performance, “We Shall Overcome”; Madelyn

3-5 at Tallahassee Community College. They

Ringgold-Brown of Gibbs

earned the right to compete for state honors by

exhibit, “Revolution to Disillusion to Salvation:

winning first or second place at the Pinellas

Operation Pedro Pan”; Frank Costa of East Lake

High,

individual

History Fair in January for projects based on the

High, individual documentary, “Dale Earnhardt”;

year’s National History Day theme off “Triumph

Nina Barron and Kaitlin Thornburg of Gibbs

& Tragedy in History.” First- and second-place

High, group exhibit, “Jonestown - Heaven On

state winners go to the national competition in

Earth?”; Melissa Dirizzianio of Gibbs High,

June in College Park, Md.

research paper, “The Times That Tried Women’s

Here are the students, schools, categories and

Souls”; Sean Dundon and Stephen Stages of

project names: Tara Lasalle of East Lake High,

Largo High, group documentary, “D-Day: The

individual performance, “Polio”; Hunter Payne of

Normandy Invasion”; Blaze Stahl of Southside

East Lake High, individual documentary, “Three

Fundamental, individual documentary, “Susan B.

Mile Island”; Stephanie Riesberg ahd ALexa

Anthony”; Aashka Dalai, Alexandra Lasso, Mary

Wood of East Lake High, group exhibit, “Agent

Morse, Tiffany Race and Breanna Rack of

Orange”; Brittany Lyp and Christie Creamer of

Seminole Middle, group performance, “America:

East Lake High, group documentary, “Tylenol”;

Triumph for the Underdog.”

Events Connect Businesses
With WorkForce Of The Future
Employers invited to youth employment
symposiums, May 4, 11 or June 1. Goodwill’s
Project Bridge youth employment program is on a
mission to help businesses succeed through a
competitive workforce. Project Bridge partners
with businesses to train at-risk youth for career
paths. By serving as a training arm for the
business and an extension of their HR team to
prepare youth for work, Project Bridge helps
employers tap into the workforce of the future.
“While some of our youth have made poor choices
in the past, they are motivated for a fresh start and
eager to learn new skills for a better way of life,”
Said Dale Person, Project Bridge Program
Manager. “We help the youth get ready for work
through vocational and ready-to-work skills
training, and businesses tap into alternative labor
pools that help them succeed. It’s a total winwin.” Local employers are invited to attend one of
three upcoming Youth Connections Symposiums
to learn more about the initiative. May 4 - New
Port Richey, Marchman Technical Education
Center, 7825 Campus Drive May 11 - St.
Petersburg, The Boys and Girls Club Royal
Theatre, 1011 22nd St. South June 1 - Tampa, The
Children’s Board, 1002 East Palm Ave. in Ybor
City. The events will feature an employer briefing^

to help businesses understand how Project Bridge
will partner with them to groom a pipeline of
skilled workers; workshops for youth to hear from
high growth businesses about opportunities in
their industry; and a meet and greet for youth and
potential employers. The events start at 10 a.m.
Although any business can become a Project
Bridge partner, the program particularly targets
high-growth industries including manufacturing,
construction, , retail,
transportation
and
telecommunications. Companies can choose one
or all of the following participation options:
1. Attend the employer briefing and leam how
Project Bridge will partner with them to recruit
and train at-risk youth for career pathways.
2. Network with fellow business leaders and
meet the youth candidates.
3. Host a booth and meet potential youth
applicants.
This event is offered at no cost to businesses,
since Goodwill is one of only 16 agencies in the
country awarded Department of Labor funding for
at-risk youth initiatives. Businesses interested in
attending should contact Sandra Lewis at (727) 5231512, ext. 1261, or e-mail sandra.lewis@goodwillsuncoastcom.

Florida Black Heritage Trail
Guide Unveiled
TAMPA- Lt. Governor Jeff Kottkamp, VISIT
FLORIDA®, the Florida Department of State, and
the Florida African American Heritage Preservation
Network (FAAHPN) today unveiled the third
edition of the Florida Black Heritage Trail guide.
“The Florida Black Heritage Trail guide
beautifully highlights the cultural and historical
contributions African Americans have made to the
development of our state,” ’said Lt. Governor
Kottkamp. “Governor Crist and I are grateful to
VISIT FLORIDA, the Department of State and
the Florida African American Heritage
Preservation Network for their hard work to
create and maintain this valuable resource.”
The guide features 64 colorful pages of
historic African American sites from Pensacola to
Key West and includes profiles and biographical
sketches of many distinguished and accomplished
African American Floridians.
“We appreciate the support of our partners at
VISIT FLORIDA, who recognize the value of
sharing this information about our state’s African

American historical resources,” said Kurt S.
Browning, Florida Secretary of State. “Since
1991, the Florida Black Heritage Trail has been an
important and popular resource for citizens and
visitors to our state.”
VISIT FLORIDA research shows that in
2005, more than 2.6 million African Americans
visited Florida. Of those, 50 percent participated
in culturally-based activities.
“Visiting historic sites and experiencing the
local heritage are important activities to Florida’s
more than 84 million visitors,” said Kerri Post,
VISIT FLORIDA’S Vice President of New
Product Development. “The enhanced guide
connects visitors with more sites all around the
Sunshine State so they further understand and
appreciate the depth of tourism experiences
offered in Florida.”
For
additional
information
visit
www.VISITFLORIDA.com or call VISIT
FLORIDA’S visitor toll-free number (888) 7352872 or (800) 336-1474.

Pinellas County HFA Increases Down Payment Assistance
The Housing Finance Authority of Pinellas
County (HFA) announces increases in its Making
Pinellas Home (From $15,000 to $25,000) and
HomeTown Heroes-Plus (from $25,000 to
$30,000)
down
payment
assistance
programs.available through June 15, to promote
and highlight the HFA’s First-Time Homebuyer
programs.
The Home Key First-Time
Homebuyer programs offer first and second
mortgages at below market interest rates to people
who have not owned a home, jointly or
individually, in the last three years. Down

fe

payment assistance programs are designed
exclusively to work in conjunction with the Home
Key programs.
The Making Pinellas Home program offers an
interest-free loan of up to $25,000 for down
payment and closing cost assistance to Home Key
program participants. Households that earn up to
80 percent of area medium income (AMI) may
apply this loan to the purchase of a home
countywide. Households that earn from 81
percent to 120 percent of AMI are eligible to
purchase a home within the designated county

target areas.
The HomeTown Heroes-Plus program offers
an interest-free loan of up to $30,000 for the down
payment and closing cost assistance to Home Key
program participants who are employed as police,
fire or emergency medical personnel, full-time
employees of the Pinellas County School system,
hospital workers, 911 dispatchers, assisted living
facilities employees, pharmacy technicians, or
active duty or reserve military personnel.
Households that earn up to 120 percent of AMI
can purchase a home that is located in Pinellas

County, excluding the cities of Belleair Shore,
Clearwater, Largo and St. Petersburg.
Making Pinellas Home and HomeTown
Heroes-Plus down payment assistance loans can
be used as second or third place mortgage
companions to Home Key programs. 40,158.
For more information regarding these
programs, contact the Housing Finance Authority
of Pinellas County at (727) 464-8210 . or visit
www.pinellascounty.org.
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Rep. Frank Peterman Of St.
Petersburg To Keynote NCNW
Tampa Founder’s Day Celebration

Gee4

By: Gloria W. Davis
Publicity Chair

JAMIM
Brenner’s flute playing a samba rhythm carried
me on a carpet of musical notes to sunny Brazil.
Midway through the tune, Tobin brought in the
sound of violin strings which broadened the sound
with beautiful tonality. Dreary played as though
he didn’t want to be on the outside looking in, and
coordinated musically his bass solo with the
background of Moore’s drums sounding off as a
tick, ticka, bam, tick, ticka, bam steady beat,
blending perfectly with Tobin’s warm, romantic
chordal sounds.
Demonstrating his expertise on trombone,
Brenner called on the group to play “Minority”,
an uptempo tune that showed-off the musical
talents of the entire group. With Brenner playing
some mighty interesting riffs that had the
audience patting their feet and shaking. their
heads, Tobin jumped all over the tune “ala Earl
Gamer”. Pardon my jazz jargon, but I must
express myself at this time in jazz musician
parlance. They were absolutely “cooking”. They
carried on to play “Blues In The Closet” by Oscar
Pettiford with guitarist Mizunuma joining in and
playing some great riffs that had me wanting to
stand up and shout “Amen”. Other favorites were
“Sentimental Mood” and “Embraceable You”,
sung by Jim’s brother Nate Brenner. Add to the
list Ellington’s “I’m Getting Sentimental Over
You”, the bluesy “Preacher”, a Horace Silver
original, and another original by Jim Brenner
called “Bayfront Blowout”.
At the end of the concert the group received
a tremendous round of applause showing
appreciation of Sarasota jazz fans. It was truly
another great Friday afternoon of exciting jazz.
Each time I’ve reviewed a Jazz at Two concert,
you’ve been invited to attend and enjoy an
afternoon of jazz just a few miles south of St.
Petersburg. I try to make the trip each Friday, so
next time if you plan to attend, drop me a note or
leave a message at the office. We’U meet and
enjoy a “Jazzy Afternoon” in Sarasota.
* tfc tfc & * tk •$?
Remember to “Keep Jazz
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
tk W tk & "ie * tfe

Jim Brenner Quartet - Moore, drums, Brenner,
trombone, Deary, bass, Tobin, keyboards

Disseminating

information

about

issues

affecting African American women and their

families.

A Great Combination:
“Springtime & Jazz”
I love Springtime. Perhaps because I enjoy
beautiful weather, good jazz and the park. That’s
exactly what has been happening these past few
weeks. It seems that our great music has been
flourishing in the Tampa Bay area lately. Last
week, Clearwater celebrated their umpteenth jazz
fest. The Bayview Room at the Mahaffey Theater
opened on Friday to begin a fantastic monthly
concert jazz series, Jazz at Two sponsored another
of its outstanding afternoon concerts, and your
friendly jazz correspondent got the opportunity to
attend two of these jazz events.
On Friday afternoon, I ventured out ofrtown to
Sarasota; a city which I believe is trying
desperately to become the jazz center of Tampa
Bay. The Jim Brenner Quartet was playing at the
Bayfront Community Center as a part of the
popular “Jazz at Two” concert series sponsored by
the Jazz Club of Sarasota.
The Jim Brenner Quartet consisted of leader
Jim Brenner on saxophone, trombone and flute,
Johnny Moore playing the drums, Gary Dreary,
strumming his faithful bass, and a very hip Bill
Evans-like piano player Ed Tobin on keyboards.
Later on in the concert, they were joined by one of
my favorite guitar players T.K. Mizunuma.
Looking at these musicians, one would think they
had taken leave from an accounting office where
they were (really) employed. No thought would
have crossed your mind that these were some of
the top musicians in the area. And, they played
like accountants, keeping their music balanced
and flowing, and making improvised solos that
expressed their musical thoughts in a sound and
efficient manner.
The group started the main set with a blues
that really swung, “Things Ain’t What They Used
To Be”. Brenner played, flute: on this one, and
proved to me (a frustrated flautist), and to the
audience, that he can truly swing. He was
followed with bright and thoughtful solos by
Tobin, Dreary and Moore. Next was a beautiful
ballad written by Jobin, “Triste.” Listening to
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Alive”

Promoting healthy lifestyles and behaviors
TAMPA- The Annual through wellness projects.
Sponsoring events, such as the Black Family
Founders Day Luncheon
of
NCNW
Tampa Reunion Celebration, to build on strengths and
Metropolitan Section will traditional values.
Training and supporting women and youth in
be held on Saturday May
career
development and community leadership.
5th, 11 a.m., at the Tampa
Supporting economic development and
Reverend Frank
Marriott Westshore. The
Peterman, Jr.
Theme for the Occasion is entrepreneurship.
Providing mentoring and educational support
“70 Years of Challenges
and Achievement: Living The Legacy” The to our young people.
Centrally organized to fill the gaps in our
Honorable, Reverend Frank Peterman, Jr., Florida
State Representative, District #55 will give the, communities, NCNW calls on a core of volunteers
in 34 states to address local needs. NCNW brings
keynote address.
to
these initiatives the added support of a network
The National Council of Negro Women, Inc.
(NCNW) is a nonprofit membership organization of thousands of women whose collective efforts
founded in 1935 by Mary McLeod Bethune, a enhance community service and actions. We have
child of slave parents, distinguished educator and truly united to enhance our power for the benefit
government consultant. With a mission to lead, of African and African American women and their
develop and advocate for women of African families.
Since our founding, NCNW has focused on
descent as they support their families and
communities, NCNW addresses issues of human fulfilling our mission by launching programs that
welfare and rights through public education, provide critical services to women, children and
families. Even a brief sampling of our programs
community service and advocacy.
NCNW reaches nearly 4 million women and partnerships illustrates the breadth and depth
through 39 national affiliate organizations and of our program offerings.
The public is invited.
more than 240 sections through activities such as:

Learn How To Get Grant Money
For Your Neighborhood Project
Sarasota County residents have the opportunity
to improve their neighborhoods with funding that
can help bring their ideas to life. The Sarasota
County Neighborhood Grant program makes up to
$12,000 available for each neighborhood during a
grant cycle. All it takes to put that resource to work
is attendance at a two-hour workshop to leam the
application process.
Representatives of the Neighborhood Grant
program will conduct a workshop from 2-4 p.m.
Saturday, May 5, at the Jacaranda Public Library,
4143 Woodmere Park Blvd, Venice. Attendarice at a
workshop is a prerequisite to apply for the grant
program. Space is limited and reservations are
required.
The workshop is open to representatives of any

by

Jazz fans - do you have any feedback? I would
like to hear from YOU! Visit rickgeesjazzjamm.com
or email me at JazzJamm@aolcom. You may also
mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, C/o
The Weekly Challenger, 2500 M.L. King, Jr.
Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

Robotics Workshop
DATE: May 19, 2007
WHAT: Robotics Workshop

WHERE: Catalina Marketing
200 Carillon Parkway
St. Petersburg, FL 33716
WHEN: Saturday, May 19, 2007, 9:00 a m.

DETAILS:

16th ANNUAL

Alpha Scholarship
Golf Tournament
SATURDAY, MAY 12, 2007

neighborhood associations, homeowner associations
and informal groups of neighbors who wish to use
the matching grant program to fulfill needs in their
communities that preserve character and value,
enhance safety, build neighborhood leadership or
improve environmental and physical health.
Neighborhood groups can match the county
grant funds with cash, volunteer hours, direct
donations by neighbors, other grant sources or by
donations of materials and services. A maximum of
$200,000 is available twice per year.
The deadline to apply for funding during the
current grant cycle is Aug, 13, 2007.
For more information, call the Sarasota County
Call Center at 861-5000 or send an e-mail to
neighbor@scgov.net.

: This is a workshop sponsored by Catalina
Marketing, Tampa Bay Technology Alliance and
the YES-SECME Program of Pinellas County
Schools for nonprofit, governmental and
educational organizations to come and found out
about how to incorporate robotics as a way of
engaging the young people of their program into
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM). Please share this invitation.

On April 19, 2007, the House Committee on
Science and Technology approved H.R. 362, the
“10,000 Teachers, 10 Million Minds” Science and
Math Scholarship Act. This bill implements a
number of the recommendations of the 2005
National Academies of Sciences report, Rising
Above the Gathering Storm: Energizing and
Employing America for a Brighter Economic
Future. Our goal is to encourage the development
of STEM initiatives in the Tampa Bay area that
will assist in creating innovators and creator
within ouf young people who will contribute to
sustaining our competitive edge.
Anyone interested in finding out how to get
involved with FIRST robotics for students 6 to 18
years old are invited to attend this free event.
For information, contact Rose Mack, 893-2926.

Belleview Biltmore
GOLF CLUB

1501 Indian Rocks Road
Belleair, Florida

Check-in begins at 11:30 A. M.
1:00 P.M. SHOTGUN START
75.00 per golfer

Fee Includes use of Driving Range & Balls and a Clubhouse Dinner
, Come Early and Practice your Swing!

4-Person Best Ball Scramble

AWARDS AND PRIZES FOR
MEN • WOMEN • SENIORS 65
For Further information and Tournament Entry forms contact:

Ed Lawrence, Chairman
545 Lewis Boulevard S.E. • St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Telephone (727)895-3618 • Fax (727)550-0494
Sponsored by Theta Eta Lambda Education Foundation, Inc.
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

I

JOYNER

itself with the formation of the Tom Joyner
Foundation, a charitable 501(c)(3) non-profit
continued from front page
organization to financially assist students of color
attending historically black colleges and universities
change and presented
across the nation. The foundation has raised more
each graduate a diploma
than $55 million to date for this single cause. In
and some cash.
March 2007, Florida Memorial University was
He advised them to:
featured as the highly publicized Tom Joyner
• Dedicate their lives
Foundation “School of the Month”. During the
to service in an area of
fundraising campaign, Joyner led the Florida
their passion, and the
Memorial family towards reaching its annual
money would come.
scholarship fundraising goal of $500,000.
They should not put'
Danielle Odom, daughter of The Weekly
money first. They can
Challenger s editor, Ersula Knox Odom, received
always show compassion.
a Bachelor of Arts in
Dr. Gena Cox
• Get tested for
Music (Concentration
everything. Good health
in Popular Music).
is paramount.
Ms. Odom is a Tampa
• Register to vote, and then vote.
2003 Blake High
• “Move on up’’ like the Jeffersons, then come
School graduate and
back to the neighborhood to spend their money.
former marching
Get their hair cut, their hair braided, and any other
band member under
Way they can think of to spend money in the place
the direction and
that produced them.
inspiration of Mr.
' • Dare to dream.
Robert Griffin.
In 1997 Joyner’s philanthropic spirit manifested

Danielle Odom
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Orlando Ballet Opens Inaugural
Subscription Season In Tampa
Artistic Director Bruce Marks announced artistically. I am always searching to find programs
today that Orlando Ballet will present an that will challenge them while being both
inaugural Subscription Series at the beautiful appealing and entertaining to the audjence. This
Tampa Bay Performing Arts Center. Beginning in season is as varied as I could make it for our first
2008, the Tampa Subscription Series will include ever season in Tampa,” states Marks. The Tampa
Pirates of Penzance, Movin Up: 3 by Tharp and Season will open with a ballet take on the everThe Sleeping Beauty. As a prelude to the popular Gilbert & Sullivan favorite, Pirates of
subscription series, Orlando Ballet will perform Penzance (January 19-20, 2008) - just in time for
the Gasparilla Festivities. Pirates is choreographed
The Nutcracker during the holiday season.
by
Daryl Gray, a well-known Tampa resident. In
“Orlando Ballet is expanding its commitment
in Tampa beginning in 2007-2008. A number of March, Orlando Ballet presents Movin ’ Up: 3 By
years ago, Orlando Ballet’s Board of Directors Tharp, (March 29-30, 2008), a full evening of the
planned to develop a second home for Orlando works of Twyla Tharp, one of the most exciting
Ballet. This has now come to pass with the Tampa choreographers today. Closing our first ever
Bay Performing Arts Center. Our productions have Tampa Season in May is one of the gems of
been well-attended, and Orlando Ballet has classical ballet The Sleeping Beauty, (May 10-11,
garnered wonderful reviews each time.” states 2008), set to the music of Peter Tchaikovsky.
Orlando Ballet Executive Director Russell P. Allen. Subscription tickets are available now.
Subscription Tickets for the series of 3 ballets
“The. expansion of our audience allows the
Company to perform repertoire additional times, are available now at Orlando Ballet Box Office,
allowing the dancers to refine their roles and grow 407-426-1739orvisitwww.orlandoballet.org.

New Musical Celebrates The Life
And Music Of Ella Fitzgerald
The creative team for ELLA includes: book
by Jeffrey Hatcher, conceived by Rob Ruggiero
and Dyke Garrison, musical direction and
arrangements by Danny Holgate, Scenic Design
by Michael Schweikardt, Costume Design by
Alejo Vietti, Lighting Design by John Lasiter,
Sound Design by Michael Miceli, Wig Design by
Charles Lapointe, and Production Stage
Management by Bruno Ingram.
The story is compelling and reveals some of
the
innermost
aspects of this beloved singer’s life.
San Jose Rep.
Ella Fitzgerald was the most popular female It’s 1966 and Ella Fitzgerald has invited a combo
jazz singer in the United States for more than half of her favorite musicians to jam with her. As the
a century. In her lifetime, she won 13 Grammy session unfolds, and Ella prepares for one of the
awards and sold over 40 million albums. She is most challenging concerts of her life, we get the
considered one of the most influential jazz inside story of this “nice girl,” her loves, losses,
vocalists of the 20th century. This year,, in April, and triumphs. With Tina Fabrique singing some of
the world celebrates what would have been Ella’s * Ella’s best loved songs, we experience her highs
and lows as she breaks through to a celebration of
90th birthday.
,
The play will run for a limited engagement music and life.
This show has received critical acclaim
from May 10 to June 10, 2007 on Asolo Rep’s
mainstage in the elegant Mertz Theatre. Originally throughout the country. Tina Fabrique has wowed
designed as an opera house, this theatre is a audiences and critics with her dynamic performance.
wonderful acoustical venue truly befitting this The story, the music, the experience are not to be
celebratory spotlight on the music and life of Ella, missed by anyone, especial those who love jazz.
Tickets are available by calling the Asolo Rep
“The First Lady of Song.”
According to famed jazz musician Billy Box Office at 941.351.8000 or toll-free at
800.361.8388, or online at www.asolo.org.
Strayhom, ‘‘Ella is the boss lady. That’s all.”
SARASOTA-Asolo
Repertory Theatre is
thrilled to present ELLA,
a new. musical about
Ella Fitzgerald starring
the extraordinary Tina
Fabrique. ELLA is a co
production with Arizona
Theatre Company, The
Cleveland Playhouse and

THE NEW 1590 AM WRXB
SERVING THE COMMUNITIES
FOR OVER 3 DECADES AND
STILL GOING STRONG!

Beloved Football Coach
Retires After 16 Years
Coach Alvin “Papadaddy” Davis has finally
decided that it’s time to put away his whistle and
pursue other interests. The “Friends of Alvin
Davis” are planning a retirement celebration on
Saturday, May 12, 2007.
Davis was bom in January 1947 in the small
town of Newberry, Florida. Both his parents are
deceased. He has one brother and one sister. His
family moved to St. Petersburg and he graduated
from Gibbs High School in 1966. He then
matriculated at Bethune Cookman-College in
Daytona Beach and earned a B.S. degree in
Health/Physical Education. He recently received
his’ M.S. degree in Management from the
University of Phoenix. Davis has a wife, Terry, a
daughter, and two stepsons.
“Papadaddy”, as he is affectionately called;
began his teaching and coaching career in 1970 at
Gulf High School in New Port Richey where he
was head wrestling coach, and assistant football
coach, and physical education instructor. He
returned to Pinellas County and assumed the same
positions at St. Petersburg High School in 1989,
In 1991, Mrs. Barbara C. Shorter, principal, gave
Davis a chance to realize his dream. He became
the head football coach at his Alma Mater, Gibbs
High School. He continued to be head wrestling
coach until 2005, and also found another passion,
Special Olympics. He coached several State

Champions in Special Olympics until he retired in
2007. Davis was the first black head football
coach in Pinellas County following the integration
of schools. His most notable player is Shaun
King, who was a standout player with Tulane
University, and later drafted by the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers.
Davis is best known around Pinellas County
as the coaCh that sent the most players to college.
Some have joked that if you can walk, Davis will
get you into college somewhere. He has helped
over 200 players to get college scholarships,
several from other high schools in the county.
Over 140 of the student athletes have received
college degrees, many of whom were the first in
their families to do so. Davis says that he plans to
spend a year traveling with his wife once he
retires. He says he also plans to start another
career in hotel and restaurant management.
“I have been involved with football all my
life,” said Davis. I am grateful for the career that
the Lord has blessed me to have. I thank God for
all the children’s lives that I may have impacted in
some small way. As Frank Sinatra would say, “I
did it my way.” I would like to thank Mrs. Barbara
C. Shorter for giving me the chance to coach my
dream job. Finally, I would like to thank all of the
“Friends of Alvin Davis” for all their support
through the years.

Call For Submissions For Your
Leadership Story
The St. Petersburg Chamber of Commerce has
been asked by Dr. Todd Thomas, co-author of the
Chicken Soup for the Soul: Life Lessons for
Leaders, to take part in the call for submissions
for his new book, scheduled for publication in
mid-2008. The deadline is June 30, 2007, for all
story submissions. Join our Board of Directors in
submitting your personal story!
Please see the full story below...
Chicken Soup for the Soul: Life Lessons for
Leaders is scheduled for publication in 2008 and
is accepting submissions of true leadership stories
to be included in the book. With a first printing of
500,000 copies, this book is part of the widely
acclaimed Chicken Soup for the Soul series.
The “Life Lessons” books are different from
the typical Chicken Soup book in their focus on
learning and application. Each chapter is focused
on a different “key ingredient” and uses the stories
as illustrations of a learning point. At the end of
each chapter is a worksheet or exercise to help the
.reader apply the learning to their everyday life.
Stories should be between 300 and 1200 words
and reflect an actual experience of the author or an
illustration of an experience about which they are
aware. Chicken Soup stories are inspirational as
well as educational and use vivid imagery to pull
the reader into the context of the story.
While the structure of Chicken Soup for the

Soul: Life Lessons for Leaders may change in
production, the following chapters will provide
guidelines for your submission. Please let us
know which chapter you feel is most appropriate
for your story.
1. On Inspiration and Motivation
2. On Coaching and Mentoring
3. On Vision
4. On Communication
5. On Role-Modeling
6. On Empowerment and Execution
7. On Respect
Contributing a story also gives you an
opportunity to include a short paragraph about
you, promoting your latest book, project, etc. It
has been reported to us that those paragraphs have
been great advertisements for sales of books and
other endeavors. Dr. Cherie Carter Scott, author of
If Life is a Game, These are the Rules, has sold
hundreds of thousands of books as a result of
people writing her after reading her bio in A 2nd
Helping of Chicken Soup for the Soul. She also
appeared on the Oprah Winfrey show as a result of
this!
In addition, if the story you write is published,
you will be paid $200 upon publication.
The deadline for story submission is June 30,
2007. For more information or to submit a story
visit www.lifelessonsforleaders.com.

2007 Graduation
Dates, Times, Locations
For Pinellas County
Bayside - May 22 - 8:30 a.m. - Bayside High

Boca Ciega - May 21 - 10:30 a.m. - Tropicana Field
Clearwater - May 21 - 7:30 p.m. - Bright House Networks Field

Countryside - May 25 - 9 a.m. - Tropicana Field
Dixie Hollins - May 22 - 9 a.m. - Tropicana Field

• The best gospel music in Tampa bay that will lift your spirits. Tune in daily from 6 a.m. -1 p.m.

• Midday cafe plays today’s R&B and classic soul music from yesterday 1 p.m. - 7 p.m. .
• Party blues & oldies as we walk you back down memory lane listening, to your favorite music.
7 p.m -10 p.m.

Dunedin - May 21-9 a.m. - Ruth Fckerd Hall
East Lake - May 25 - noon - Tropicana Field

Gibbs - May 21 - 7:30 a.m. - Tropicana Field
Lakewood - May 21-7 p.m. - Spartan Stadium
Largo - May 22-8 a.m. - Packer Stadium
Northeast - May 21 - 1:30 p.m. - Tropicana Field

•The Bedtime mix with Intimate sessions is music that is nice, slow and easy.
10 p.m. -12 p.m.
• The very best jazz for your listening pleasure! Every Sunday from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Osceola - May 21 - 7 p.m. - Ruth Fckerd Hall

Palm Harbor University - May 21 - 7:30 p.m. - Tropicana Field

Pinellas Park - May 21 - 2 p.m. - Ruth Eckerd Hall
Seminole - May 21 - 4:30 p.m. - Tropicana Field

For Marketing and Promotions
Contact Donza Drummond
at (727) 821-9947
email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Line (727)

864-1600
OFFICE (727) 327-WRXB (9792)
REQUEST

2060

1st Avenue North

St. PETERSBURG, FL 33713

I

St. Petersburg - May 21 - 8 p.m. - Stewart Field
St. Petersburg Collegiate - May 5 - 6 p.m. - St. Petersburg College Quadrangle
Tarpon Springs - May 21-7 p.m. - Sponger Stadium
Calvin Hunsinger School - May 21 - 10 a.m. - Calvin Hunsinger
Nina Harris School - May 17 - 6:30 p.m. - Nina Harris
Paul B. Stephens School - May 17 - 7 p.m. - St. Petersburg College Clearwater Arts

Auditorium
PTEC-Clearwater and PTEC-St. Petersburg - May 22-4 p.m. (high school), 6 p.m.

(adult) - Pinellas Park High

A
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Saturday, May 5, 2007 - Alpha Phi Alpha Statewide
Judicial Forum at 11:00 a.m. in the Fine Arts Auditorium
on the St. Petersburg College Clearwqter Campus. We are
inviting churches, youth groups, and other community

organizations to attend this very important forum. Parents
and youth will have an opportunity to ask questions of any
of the judges. Scheduled to appear: Judge Thomas
Stringer, 2nd District Court of Appeals, Judge Charles
Williams, 12th Judicial Circuit, Judge Eric Myers, 13th
Judicial Circuit, Judge Perry Little, 6th Judicial Circuit,
Judge Michael Andrews, 6th Judicial Circuit and Judge
James Pierce, 6th Judicial Circuit.
Sunday, May 6 - The Alumni Singers’ Annual

Spring Concert. “Celebrate in Song”. Faith Memorial
Missionary Baptist Church, 1800 18th Avenue South, St.

May

High School Theatre, 1701 N Blvd at 4:00 p.m. Proceeds
will benefit local students at Morehouse College.
8

7-8,

“Accessing

Resources and Relationships to Build Better
Communities.”
Affordable housing conference in
Tampa, Florida at the Downtown Convention Center.

Co-Sponsors' include: HUD, Catholic Charities of the
Diocese of St. Petersburg, The State of Florida, the
cities of St. Petersburg and Tampa, and the counties of
Hillsborough, Manatee, Pinellas, and Polk, and Freddie

Mac. For additional information contact Ms. Sandra
Agramonte (727) 893-1313 (x 253 or 202).
Sunday, May 12-13th - Annual Mothers Day Benefit Take Back The Night: A Women’s Blues Revue. 5-9 p.m.

Area musicians will present a benefit concert to bring
attention to the problem of domestic violence. The monies
raised are donated to five area domestic violence agencies:
CASA in St. Petersburg, The Haven of RCS in Clearwater,
The Spring in Tampa, Sunrise of East Pasco, and the
Salvation Army DV Program of West Pasco. All will have
volunteers on hand to help the community leam about the

MANDATORY PHYSICAL EDUCATION - A bill to
require daily p.e. classes in the state’s elementary schools
passed the House. Awaits Senate action. Measure is another of
Gov. Charlie Crist’s first-term priorities.

BUDGET - Must be an agreement by Tuesday to meet 72hour “cooling-off” period requirements and still adjourn on
time Friday. The Senate has proposed spending about $1.5
billion more than the House, mainly for road building and
other public works projects. The House bill would keep $2
billion in reserve, about twice as much as the Senate, as a
hedge against further economic declines.

ELECTIONS - The Senate will have floor debate on a
bill that ties a Jan. 29 presidential primary with the
replacement of touch-screen machines with optical scan
machines with a paper trail. The House has passed a primary
bill that is separate, and different, because it ties the date of
the primary to New Hampshire’s decision.

STEM CELL RESEARCH -A priority of Gov. Charlie
Crist, who wanted to set up a state grant program for
researchers doing stem cell studies. Crist proposed putting
$20 million in the first year into the program, but limiting it
to only research using adult stem cells or others that don’t
require the destruction of a human embryo. Even if the
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Brasil Arts Festival at
Studioat620 from 3 to 6
p.m. EMIT & BrasilArts
presents the second Brasil

■

■

Arts Festival featuring
bossa nova by the band
O Som Do Jazz, an open
batucada drum group led
by Alvon Griffin, paintings by artists represented by
BrasilArts and delicious snacks catered by the Brasilia

I

1

■

Clementine Hunter, Nativity (1970-1985)
Collection of Martha and Jim Sweeny

Grill.
The Studioat620 is located at 620 First Ave. South in
St. Petersburg. For more information, call 341-4363.

(/Zswfa?:

Saturday, June 2 - St. Petersburg Branch- NAACP
will host its 74th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet:
“Encounter, Embrace & Protect Equality” at the St.
Pete Coliseum, 535 4 Ave No, St. Pete at 7P. Keynote

March 31-July 8

speaker will be Attorney Delano S. Stewart, Esq. with
featured Emcee, Deiah Riley of ABC Action News WFTS-TV. FMI: 727/898-3310 or 867-1887.

135 UNFORGETTABLE WORKS,
MANY BY AFRICAN AMERICANS

Florida Legislature In Action
PROPERTY TAX REDUCTION - Big differences
remain. Gov. Crist sought to break the legislative impasse this
week with a proposal that would cut property taxes $34 billion
Oyer five years. Crist said tax rates on homesteaded properties
must “drop like a rock.”
,

P

the bills? Are you renting and not buying assets? Are you
intimidated by bill collectors and banks?
Leam how to make every dollar count - register for the
“Making Every Dollar Count” program at the Resource
Center for Women, from 6 to 8 p.m. The workshop is free
and open to the public (men and women). Registration is
required. Call RCW at 727-586-1110.

services they provide. Call 813-977-6474 for more information.

TALLAHASSEE (AP) - The standing of some major
bills before the Florida Legislature entering the final week of
the 2007 session.

T ,

Tuesday, May 15th - Are you struggling with making
every dollar count? Are you using credit cards to cover

Sunday,

Petersburg FL 33712, 4:00 p.m.
Monday-Tuesday,

Sunday, May 13 - Morehouse College Glee Club in
Concert Bi-Annual Scholarship Performance in Blake

measure passes, neither chamber has authorized any money
for the research in this tight budget year.

ST. PETERSBURG
GLEAIRWATEtR!

St. ’Petersburg ©mes

AREA CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

In die know. In the Times.

FI6ridasBeach.com

tampabay.com

Additional Support from the City of St. Petersburg and the
Renaissance Vinoy Resort & Golf Club.

FLU PANDEMIC ANTIVIRAL DRUGS - GoV. Charlie
Crist wanted to spend about $35 million to stockpile antiviral
drugs to be used if there is a flu pandemic. The drugs could be
bought through a federal government program at a discount.
But this week as negotiators worked through the budget it
looked as if Florida wouldn’t spend any money on the drug
stockpile.

255 Beach Drive N.E.
727.896.2667 • www.fine-arts.org

THE

PALLADIUM
in
y

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY
The House plan has
incentives and sales tax breaks for the production of biofuels
such as ethanol, a property tax break for the installation of
Solar technology and a sales tax break for the purchase of
hybrid or alternative fuel cars. The Senate measure currently
only contains a sales tax holiday for the purchase of energy,
efficient appliances, which is also included in the House bill.

at ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE
M
W

► Mt. Vernon Elementary

PIP INSURANCE - The House wants to replace personal
injury protection coverage with a system where consumers
could use up to $15,000 at emergency rooms and hospitalowned clinics for care immediately after an accident. Senate
plan would extend the PIP provision until 2012 when it would
expires, unless significant reforms are made.

Thursday, April 26,6:30 p.m., FREE ADMISSION

p Southside Fundamental Choir
Tuesday, May 1,7 p.m., FREE ADMISSION
► Southside Fundamental Band

Wednesday, May 2,7 p.m., FREE ADMISSION

FLORIDA MARLINS - Measure that would give MiamiDade County and the City of Miami a $60 million subsidy to
help build a new ballpark, passed by an 86-24 vote in the
House. Awaits Senate action. Measure is favored by Gov.
Charlie Crist.

► AKA Academy Showcase

ANTI-MURDER BILL - Passed and signed into law. It
keeps probation violators convicted of violent crimes in jail
until a judge can rule on whether they are dangers to the
community.

)► ® Encore #6: Atlantis Chamber Ensemble

Friday, May 5,7 p.m., FREE ADMISSION
► St. Petersburg Ballet Company

with Florida West Ballet Present: G/se//e
Sunday,May 6,1 p.m.,$10-$15

Tuesday, May 8,7:30 p.m., $12—$20
North Shore Elementary
Wednesday, May 9,7 p.m., FREE ADMISSION
Side Door Jazz: Nate Najar with
the Kennedy Brothers: Mostly Gershwin
Thursday, May 10,7:30 p.m., $20

Weed & Seed 11th Annual
Family Fun Day Festival

!► Pinellas Youth Symphony: Finale Orchestra Concert
Saturday, May 12,2 p.m„ $7
► Academy Prep. Graduation

ST. PETERSBURG - The Weed and Seed 11th Annual
Family Fun Day Festival will be held on Saturday, May 5, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., at the James B. Sanderlin Family Service Center,
2335 22nd Avenue South in St. Petersburg. This intergenerational
event continues to bring community residents, police, social
service agencies and organizations, churches, neighborhood
associations, city officials, health care providers, friends and
family together for a day of healing, positive interaction,
sharing and uniting. Fun Day activities are provided at no cost
to the community in a drug and crime-free venue. There will be
face-painting, storytelling, entertainment, give aways, medical
screenings, agency presentations, inflatable games, music, food

and ice cream.

The festival provides an avenue to educate residents about
the valuable resources available through the city as well as
from social services and health care agencies and the faith
community. “Family Fun Day is an ideal event to market
services that are needed and available in the same community,”
said Janis Ford, the city’s Weed & Seed program coordinator.
Services include free screening for bone marrow, blood
pressure checks, diabetes, and cholesterol.
The event is co-sponsored by the United States Attorney’s
Office for the Middle District of Florida, St. Petersburg Police
Department, James B. Sanderlin Center, and the City of St.
Petersburg. For more information, contact Janis Ford, 727-8925087.

Thursday, May 17,4 p.m., FREE ADMISSION

c
V
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► Paul Wilborn and the Blue Roses

Let's MisbehaveAgain! American Songbook Series
Friday, May 18,7:30 p.m., $20

Jk Soulful Arts Dance Academy

©

Saturday May 19,7 p.m., $6—$12

BOX OFFICE (727) 822 3590 • www.mypaliadium.org
253 FIFTH AVE. N., ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33701
___ MA SPONSOR
:

I-

*
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2007 OLYM Pl AN SPONSORS Gus & Frances Stavros, Hough Family FoundationMark.& Marianne Mahaffey,
Progress Energy, RBCDain Rauscber, Sembier Company, Synovus Sank, Tecb Dat^JsfrPetersburg Times, Ray and
Nancy Murray. Sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of Stare, Division of Cultural Affairs, the

Florida Arts Council, the National Endowment for the Arts and the City of St

Additional Parking at Synovus Bank 333 3rd St. N.
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KENNETH WELCH
Accountant, MBA

Phone 894-0511
823-7910

WELCH
ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE

If you think there might be
a warrant for your arrest...
Please call
Avoid the embarrassment of being

1601 - 16th Street South

ARRESTED!
a

St. Petersburg, FL 33705

CASH 3

DAVID T. WELCH
Accountant, EdD

HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
Cancelled or Non-Renewed ???
WE CAN HELP !!!

482 635 910

sr

713 205 336

Webb’s
AIL

DOG DAYS

Edey Payment
Plans

Larry Eugene Walker
Insurance

Over 20 years of Experience

(Liu’ lUri'klii (Sttfalletuyet
THERE’S A REASON TO READ THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER!
Subscription Cost: $15.00 - 6 Months (or) $30 - Yearly

Name:
Address:

■ City/State/Zlp:____

I
I

I
I
I
I
I
I

Phone #:__________

Email Address:___

(or)

New Subscription:

Renewal:

Date:
Cash

Amount Paid: $_

Coming up?

5-8 3-4 2-1
3-8 4-6 7-5

826 49th St. 8.
St. Pete FI. 33707

Great Automobile Rates

I
I

High School Reunion

Collateral
not always needed

(727) 393-4617

'

10-19-2832-42-46

(727) 322-0664

Computerized Accounting & Bookkeeping Systems

JOHNNY L. WELCH
Accountant, MS

PICK OF THE
WEEK!

Check

Comments:

Make Checks Pavable to: The Weekly Challenger
Mail this form & payment to:
The Weekly Challenger Office:
2500 M.L. King Jr. Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 896-2922
Fax (727) 823-2568

1
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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Royal Theatrc^B
Simmer Arts Camjj

Tell all your friends!
Place an ad today!

The Pinellas Classroom
Teachers Association
presents

W

Riviera Parent Forum

.The Summer Arts Camp m

Coming together to

fa 13 week Multi-Arts1

^Program for Children Ajaaj

15-12 and Teens Ages

(Now Enrolling
Summer Arts Camp
Singing
• Dance

(R. A.P,$||
Graphic Art
• Poetry
K ? Drama/Acting
Br Arts & Cultural Exploration (A/ffljffl
:

» Recording Arts Production

make a difference

K * Pun, Fieldtrips & More

When: May 5, 2007

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
Mav 21, 2007

A Where Ever
® Chiklis
f* A Star
Aug l7iW

Where: Enoch Davis Center

1111 18^ Avenue S.

ATorchBearer
SttWibutesloliS

St. Petersburg, FL
BOYS & G1HLS C UJBS
OF WSWWCaAST

Why: We need your input
as we prepare for your

Royal Theatre
101122nd Street South
Midtown St Petersburg 33712
PbtJ 727.327.6556

child’s future

Employment Opportunities
House Keeper Needed
Vyrle Davis

lease join u:
when we celebrate his many
^^^lifelong contributions '||||
^^Mb^tWa|commnnitV»giSW

Torch Bearer

1

Big '

Saturday Evening; May 19, 2007 . •
Cocktail Reception * Six o’clock p.m.
Dinner and Tribute * Seven o’clock p.m.

Hilton St. Petersburg Bayfront
-First Street S£uth
St. Petersburg, Florida

Donation $50.00 per person
Black Tie Optional
Sponsored by “Frienasoivyrle Davis”
al tinformation contact Doris Swangles, chairperson, 727-327-4034

I

One Day A Week
Located on Coquina Key
To Apply call 727-895-3618

Christian Preschool seeking FT/Permanent Teacher
CDA preferred; minimum 2 years exp. required
and Teacher (FT/Summer Only) exp. required
Call (727) 823-9370
CLEARWATER INSURANCE AGENCY NOW TAKING

PERSONAL LINES CUSTOMER
SERVICE AND PROCESSORS POSITIONS.

APPLICATIONS FOR

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY, BUT A WILLINGNESS
TO WORK AND PRODUCE INSURANCE APPLICATIONS.

CALL (727) 210-0522, ASK FOR “ED PASSMORE”

ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER
Salary + Commission

The Weekly Challenger Newspaper is currently looking for a detailed, self-starter with
the desire to grow in the fast paced field of marketing. Candidate requires excellent
organizational skills, must be a team player with a can-do attitude. The position will be
responsible for defining and implementing advertising sales strategies for revenue growth.
Exceptional verbal communication and presentation skills are required.
To apply forward resume by email to wcads@tampabay.rr.com
For additional information call 727-896-2922

t
Proceeds
to benefit the Ebony Scholars.

M
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SECTION B

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
“Its Hard To Beat Saving People”

American Red Cross Honors
Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune As
A Millenium Hero
On May 2 2000 the American Red Cross
commemorated the humanitarian vision and
work of Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune by
presenting the first-ever Red Cross Millennium
Hero Award to Oswald P. Bronson, Sr., Ph.D.,
president of Bethune-Cookman College. The
award honors the humanitarian work of
Bethune now being carried on by the faculty,
staff and students who recruit blood and bone
marrow donors twice a year to help save and
enhance lives.
“The American Red Cross has a long
tradition of helping and being helped by the
African American community,” said Bemadine
Healy, M.D., president and CEO of the Red
Cross. “Great African Americans in history
including Dr. Bethune, Frederick Douglass,
Charles Drew and Jerome Holland have been
instrumental in the success and humanitarian
efforts of the Red Cross,” she continued. “I am
honored to recognize the work of Dr. Bethune
as well as the efforts of the Bethune-Cookman
College faculty and staff for their commitment
to recruiting blood and bone marrow donors.”
Dr. Oswald P. Bronson, Sr., president of
Bethune-Cookman College added, “I am
honored to accept the Millennium Hero Award
in recognition of the outstanding work
performed by our College founder, Dr. Mary
McLeod Bethune, who bridged the gap between
the black community and the American Red
Cross. I know that if she were here today, she
would be extremely proud that her life’s work
has been recognized by an organization that was
so dear to her,” he added. “This award will
reinforce Dr. Bethune’s legacy of service. It is

my hope that all historically black colleges and
universities (HBCUs) will work with the
American Red Cross in their area to recruit
more minority blood and marrow donors.”
Mary McLeod Bethune was instrumental in
establishing a relationship between the
American Red Cross and the black community
in the early 1900s. During the 1940s, Bethune’s
counsel with regard to race relations and human
rights was not only sought by the White House,
but also by the Red Cross. Her work with the
Red Cross yielded recommendations to help
increase participation of blacks in the work
force and financing of the Red Cross nationally
and locally. Bethune commended the Red
Cross’s enthusiastic desire to serve all people.
Her recommendations were instrumental in
moving the Red Cross toward efforts to form a
more diverse organization.
Increasing blood collections from minority
groups, especially African Americans, is crucial
because some rare blood types are often found
in minority populations. Also, some diseases
that require repeated blood transfusions for
treatment, such as sickle cell anemia, are
prevalent in the African American community affecting one in every 500 African Americans.
Although sickle cell patients can receive blood
transfusions from any donor, it is very likely
that a donor within the same racial group will be
a better match.
“It is vital for the Red Cross to reach out to
youth, especially minority youth, to secure a
lifetime commitment to donate blood to meet
patient needs,” Dr. Healy said. “Our goal is
ultimately to save more lives. I believe the joint
commitment of the Red Cross and NAFEO will
help us do that.”

African-American Women
Firefighters
The first woman firefighter we know of was
African-American. Held under slavery by a New
York City firefighter, Molly Williams worked on
Oceanus Company No. 11 in the 1780’s.'
It was to be many years before free AfricanAmerican women began to create their legacy
within the U.S. fire service. As many as 500
Black women now work as career firefighters
and officers in the United States, along with an
unknown number of counterparts in the
volunteer ranks. The history of these pioneers is
fragmentary, and we hope this brief listing of
some of the names that are known will serve as
inspiration for the collection of more
comprehensive histories.
A chronology of the earliest Black women
career firefighters
In June of 1976, a Black woman named
Toni McIntosh was hired by the Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, Fire Department. She was
probably the first African-American woman to
become a career firefighter. She was also the
only female firefighter on the PFD for more
than eleven years.
Patrick H. Raymond was bom in 1831 and
was appointed to the fire department in the early
1850’s,assigned to “Hydrant Engine Co. No. 4.”
He was appointed Chief Engineer (Chief of

Department) of the
Cambridge Fire Department
on 5 Jan 1871. He was
pensioned on 17 April 1879
and died on 28 July 1894.
Chief Raymond is
believed to be the first
Patrick H.
Black Fire Chief in the
Raymond
United
States.
Chief
Raymond was also a member of the National
Association of Fire Engineers (predecessor to
the International Association of Fire Engineers
and the International Association of Fire Chiefs)
and held the office of Recording Secretary in
that organization from 1873 to 1877. Engine
Company #,5 in Inman Square (1384 Cambridge
St.) was organized on 30 Nov 1874 and was
named “Patrick H. Raymond Steam Engine
Company #5.” in honor of Chief Raymond. The
company is still in service today ’in a newer
(1914) firehouse at the same location.
Note: This material was gathered by the staff
of Women in the Fire Service between 1992 and
1999. Some of the statistics have been changed
to reflect updated information; A chronology of
the earliest African American firefighters can be
found at http://hometown.aol.com/fi.reriter.

G a r r e t t

over the nose and mouth, but may also cover the
eyes and other vulnerable soft tissues of the
face. Some gas masks are also respirators,
though the word gas mask is often used to refer
to military equipment (e.g. Field Protective
Mask, etc.)
Airborne toxic materials may be gaseous
(for example the chlorine gas used in World War
I) or particulate (such as many biological agents
developed for weapons such as bacteria, viruses
and toxins). Many gas masks include protection
from both types. Unlike other breathing
devices, gas masks do not require the user to
carry an air supply as in the use of scuba gear.
However, this means that the wearer depends on
the air in the atmosphere, the same medium of
the toxic materials. Thus, the mask must remove
them and relay clean air to the wearer.
Source: wikipedia

Augustus Morgan,
Sr.,
(1877-1963)
was an AfricanAmerican inventor
who originated a
r e s p i r a t o ry
protective
hood
(similar * to
the
modem gas masks),
invented a hairstraightening
preparation, and patented a type of traffic light
signal. He is renowned for a heroic rescue in
which he used his hood to save workers trapped
in a tunnel system filled with fumes.
A gas mask is a mask worn on the face to
protect the body from airborne pollutants and
toxic materials. The mask forms a sealed cover

1

With thirteen
HH-60J “Jayhawk”
helicopters, seven
HC-130H “Hercules”
planes, and over five
hundred assigned
l-r: Jamie Krominburger Cl 30 personnel, Clearwater
Pilot, Jesse Hyles LT jg, LT Ray
is the largest and
Slapkunas H60 Pilot
busiest Air Station in
the Coast Guard. In addition to the local area, the
Area of Operations includes the Gulf of Mexico,
the Caribbean basin, and the Bahamas. Clearwater
constantly maintains four deployed H-60s for
Operation Bahamas Turks and Caicos, a joint
DEA, Coast Guard, Bahamian, and Turks and
Caicos anti-drug and migrant smuggling operation
in the Bahamas, and one C-130 for JIATFE
operations in the Caribbean. This is done while
simultaneously maintaining a constant Bravo Zero
Search and Rescue response at home.
The original Air Station was commissioned in
1934 at Albert Whitted Airport in downtown St.
Petersburg, and was homebase for various
amphibious aircraft. The addition of four HC-130
airplanes in 1976 prompted the move to St.
Petersburg/ Clearwater International Airport and
hence, the name change to Air Station Clearwater.
Clearwater became the Coast Guard’s largest
Air Station in 1987 with the increase of two
additional HC-130H airplanes and nine HH-3F
helicopters, boosting personnel strength to 92
officers and over 420 enlisted men and women to
maintain and operate the six airplanes and twelve
helicopters. The new station motto, “Anytime,
Anywhere” describes the current operation of the
air station. Numerous missions by the C-130
“Hercules” in support of search and rescue, law
enforcement, and marine environmental protection
are flown on a daily basis. During the recent
months C-130s have deployed to Alaska, South
and Central America, Europe and the Caribbean.
Personal views:

When asked why the Coast Guard versus any
other branches of serve Jesse Hyles LT jg said: “Its
Hard To Beat Saving People”. He also appreciates
the large number of actual missions he participates
in and that they are predominantly in US territory.
When comparing his primary food service
responsibility to the same civilian job, ESC Richard
Kuffler in his 22nd year, said his job reaches
beyond food service, he also has various roles in
actual missions. Whereas a civilian food service
manager would only have that one function. For
example a food service personnel was on an
icebreaker, which broke up the ice to free the
waterways to Me Myrtle Coast Guard Station.

The mission varity is rewarding as well.
Search and Rescue, Ice operations, fisheries all.
They get to do more because they have too.
Multi-tasking is a way of life for them.
FSA Sherman Williams joined the Coast
Guard after serving in the army because he loves
being around water and seagoing service. He is
inspired by advancement opportunities and
improved quality of life. He is able to fit is family
in with his work life. Family life makes a
difference.
Capt Emerson, chief pilot for the Coast Guard,
said the Clearwater station won the Galley of the
Year Bronze — for leadership and improvement,
first air station to receive this honor. “How can you
do all that with so little” was the overriding
statement when the award was presented.
Jamie Krominburger Cl30 Pilot is motivated
by her participation in national disaster missions
such as Katrina, her deployment to Ecuador,
Caribbean, Martinique, and the Bahamas. She has
been on missions ranging from cruise ship acute
sickness rescues to suspect vessel boardings.
The United States Coast Guard Recruiting

Initiative for the Twenty-First Century (CGRIT)
Program is available to outstanding minority

high school students, male and female, to enter
college, then leading to commissions as officers
in the U.S. Coast Guard. Eligible students are
provided with one year of funding for their
education at Historically Black .Colleges and
Universities (HBCUs) after which the students
enter the U.S. Coast Guard Academy with full
payment. For additional information contact
dmoore@minorityaccess.org.
The College Student Pre-Commissioning

Initiative (CSPI) is a scholarship program for

college sophomores. This program provides
students with valuable leadership, management,
law enforcement, navigation and marine science
skills and training. It also provides full payment of
school tuition, fees, textbooks, a salary, medical
insurance and other benefits during a student’s
junior and senior year of college. The CSPI
program guarantees training at Officer Candidate
School (OCS) upon successful completion of all
program requirements.
,
Each student is expected to complete his/her
degree and all Coast Guard training requirements.
Following the completion of OCS and
commission as a Coast Guard officer, each student
will be required to serve on active duty (full time)
as an officer for 3 years.
Visit http://www.gocoastguard.com/cspi.html.

A Life That Needs Saving
The rate of organ donation in minority
communities does not keep pace with the
number needing transplants. Although minorities
When you first donate in proportion to their share of the
meet Xavier, you’d population, their need for transplants is much
never know he’s sick. greater. African-Americans, for example, are
He looks and acts like about 13 percent of the population, about 12
a typical rambunctious percent of donors, and about 23 percent of the
three year old boy, kidney waiting list. Successful transplantation
who likes to play is pften enhanced by matching of organs
football, basketball, between members of the same racial and ethnic
baseball and jump off group. Generally, people are genetically more
things. However, Xavier similar to people of their own ethnicity or race
suffers from chronic than to people of other races. Therefore,
renal failure, due to a matches are more likely and more timely when
Little Xavier at play condition he was donors and potential recipients are members of
diagnosed with, before the same ethnic background.
Minority patients may have to wait longer
he was bom, called
Posterior Urethral Valves. This is an abnormality for matched kidneys and, therefore, may be
that affects only male infants and occurs in about sicker at time of transplant or die waiting. With
one in 8,000 births. Asa result, Xavier is in need more donated organs from minorities, finding a
match will be quicker and the waiting time will
of a new kidney.
My husband and I were heart broken to be reduced. (Information obtained frbm Office
leam that we could not be living donors because of Minority Health website).
Xavier’s name has come up on the list, but
we suffer from diabetes and high blood pressure.
each
time someone else has come up as a
Xavier’s name was placed on the organ
transplant list October 6, 2005 and he is still perfect match for the kidney. Many times when
waiting for a match. As a parent, you do not we are faced with a tragedy the last thing on our
understand the severity of it all until you mind is donating our loved ones organs, but
actually start to live through it. Xavier receives think what this would do for families like mine.
10 hrs of peritoneal dialysis each night to help You would be giving another family a very
keep him alive. He receives Epogen shots once special gift. The gift of life!
To contact Valerie, send an email to:
a week to treat anemia (low red blood cells). He
vjamesl2@cox.net
.
receives a growth hormone shot every night to
To become an organ donor please visit:
help stimulate growth. Xavier also requires daily
tube feedings to provide needed nutrients to http://www.donatelife.net. You should also make
your wishes known to other family members.
help obtain and maintain growth.

By:
VALERIE MCLEOD
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STATE NEWS
Alpha Kappa Alpha Conducts
Legislative Session At The Capitol

AKA’s from around the country pose on the steps of the Florida Supreme Court
TALLAHASSEE - Members of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc., from around the country
attended the 2007 session of AKA Day at the
Capitol. One hundred-forty members of the
nation’s oldest Greek sorority of African
American origin converged on the Florida Capitol
for a day of political activity patterned after the
Opening of the Florida Legislature. AKA Site
Committee Chair for AKA Day at the Capitol, Dr.
Patty Ball Thomas said, “ We had a wonderful
agenda. It epitomized our commitment to Every
Soror Participating in the political process.”
South Atlantic Regional Director Ella Springs
Jones participated in the program and congratulated
AKA’s
for having an exciting effort that
reinforced the national agenda and included an
address by charismatic Florida Governor Charlie
Crist, dubbed the “People’s Governor.”
Crist promised to support the AKA agenda
that emphasizes economic development issues
later held a press conference with AKA Senator
Mandy Dawson on the resolution of the Kidcare
program that ensures health insurance and direct
pediatric care for poor children.
Governor Crist Was escorted onto the Florida

Senate floor for his address by the world famous
Florida A & M University Marching 100 band as
excited lobbyists and capitol visitors looked on.
AKA’s enjoyed lunch at the Governor’s Club
which has hosted presidents, ambassadors and
world renowned celebrities. The mock legislative
session was held at the House Chambers of the
Old Capitol. Dr. Freddie Grooms-McClendon
presided over debate and discussion of legislation
presented by AKA lawmakers Senator Frederica
Wilson, Rep. Jenifer Carroll and Rep. Geraldine
Thompson.
AKA’s were also recognized by Resolution in
the Florida House and Senate. Committee members
included Valerie-Brant Wilson, Site Committee
Vice Chair who outlined the legislative agenda.
Gayle Andrews-Chamberlain, served as Legislative
Chair, Clenteria Knight-Drayton, Legislative Vice
Chair, assisted by committee members Judy J.
Barnes, Gwendolyn Durham, Insesta Johnson,
and Mildred Hall. Jackie Henderson chaired the
decorations committee and Regina Glee chaired
registration. Beta Alpha (FAMU) and Zeta Omicron
(FSU) undergraduate chapters also participated in
this very successful political event. '

Castor Celebrates Success Of
Head Start On Eve Of
Reauthorization In Congress
TAMPA - U.S. Rep. Kathy Castor today
distributed books to Head Start students at the
West Tampa Head Start Center to celebrate the
great success of Head Start over the past four
decades and pledge support for the congressional
vote this week to strengthen our commitment.
Head Start is a holistic approach to preparing
children for success by providing a high quality
early education program that supports children’s
cognitive, social, and emotional development.
“Head Start is the premiere early education
prograrfr in America. It has played an important
role in improving the lives of more than 20
million children and thousands of families in my
community,” said Castor. “To narrow the
achievement gap that exists today between lowincome children and their more affluent peers, we
must improve Head Start’s effectiveness, support*
teachers, and increase enrollment.”
Over 5,300 children are served by Head Start
in Hillsborough, Pinellas and Manatee Counties,
but many thousands more are on waiting lists or
eligible. With no increase in funding since 2003
and inflation going up, it is getting harder for
Head Start providers to maintain their well-known
high quality services.
Last year Castor persuaded county
commissioners to provide funds to reduce the long
waiting list in Hillsborough County and make up
for the money that the federal government was not
providing. Louis Finney, director of Hillsborough
County’s Head Start Division, said that being flat
funded has had a big impact. “Our expenses have
grown 10 percent, and we are now serving more
kids,” Finney said. “Also, we have 3,000 kids in
Head Start but only 103 in Early Head Start. We
are not capturing the young mothers like we
would like. And the income requirements are still
too high. Some parents cannot enroll because they
make $18,000 for a family of two, and the
required income is $15,000.”
In Florida, there are over one million children
under the age of 5. Head Start serves approximately
40,000 of them every year. These children come
from low-income families and qualify at the
poverty level. The bill raises that level to 130

percent to help more families get access to high
quality early care and education for their children.
This week the House of Representatives will
consider and likely pass H.R. 1429, the Head Start
Improvement Act of 2007. Castor will play an
instrumental role in managing floor debate on
Wednesday as a member of the Rules Committee.
The bill will:
•Improve teacher and classroom quality;
•Strengthen the focus on school readiness;
•Expand access;
•Increase accountability;
•Boost coordination;
• Strengthen comprehensive services;
•Increase the Early Head Start funding.
•Expand the reach of the program by allowing
homeless children to enroll; and
• Put more emphasis on meeting the needs of
children and families with limited English
proficiency.
“Enrolling non-English speaking children and
the homeless is specifically important in my
diverse district,” said Castor. “We need to raise
strong and healthy children. Head Start prepares
children to succeed in school and life. The Bush
administration slow-motion cuts of Head Start
over past years will now be reversed. The
American people stood up in November and asked
for change. Today, I am standing up for them.”
Delia Sanchez; was one of the pioneefs in the
Tampa Bay area, helping thousands of children
and families get a better education through the
Head Start program. “This is a comprehensive
program that touches education but also health
care and parent involvement,” said Sanchez.
“This program attacks all problems a child may
have. A healthy child can leam better.”
'Hillsborough County has a strong legacy in
Head Start. Sam Gibbons from Tampa has a long
history of shepherding domestic programs
through the U.S. House of Representatives. In the
1960’s, President Johnson entrusted Gibbons to
manage on the House floor much of his Great
Society Program, which included the very
successful Head Start and Job Corps Programs.

Young Naples Woman Adopts
Three Ethiopian Children
By: KATHERINE LEWIS

abandoned or orphaned children, and a clinic to
help women and children obtain the care they

NAPLES (AP) Marcie Ericksonkson, 26,
adopted three children last summer in Ethiopia.
Tariku came to her first. He is a rambunctious 3year-old with a wide smile and a lust for life.
Quiet, wide-eyed brothers James, 10 months, and
Amanu, 1, soon followed.
To receive her children, Erickson had to move
into an orphanage to live with them for a month.
Erickson talks freely about that difficult month.
The children weren’t allowed out of the
orphanage during the time they were waiting to be
adopted, so Erickson had to leave them in the
orphanage alone when she needed to sign papers.
At the orphanage, her son, James, didn’t eat
one day when Erickson had to leave. The same
day, no one changed his diapers. She talks about
Amanu getting pneumonia because he aspirated
milk from a bottle that just sat in his mouth.
Shortly after she adopted her sons, Erickson
found herself going to an Evangelical church to
hear an English service.
“I just needed to hear some English,” she said.
She ended up sitting next to a family with
several children. When her children would cry, the
woman would help her care for the babies.
The couple, Deanne and Andrew Knife,
invited Erickson and her children to move in with
them about a week after they met at the service.
They, along with Dr. Lieth Harding, maker up the
group that is moving forward with the St. Josephs
Family project.
The project, which is Erickson’s brairichild,
will open a temporary care center, orphanage,
mother and child clinic and birthing center on 12
acres in Bahir Dar, which is at the southern end of
Tana Hayk (Lake Tana) in northwest Ethiopia.
The land was given to Erickson by the
government. The operation will be called Grace
for Children.
“1 feel a calling by God to help the people of
Africa. I need to be there to do something,” she
said. -■
■■
?*
1
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While Erickson concedes there is much to
love about her village, there also are problems.
The village has a large number of deaths from
HIV and AIDS, among other issues.
The temporary care center will allow families
who need a child to have short-term care and
accommodations.
“We are interested in keeping children with
families,” she said. “If a parent has a
circumstance where they cannot take care of the
child, he can stay with us until they can take him
back. We want to help families in all respects.”
The group also will set up an orphanage for

need.
Erickson’s hope is to create a program that
would allow people to sponsor a child and help
the group provide food, clothing and medical
expenses. A little can go a long way, Erickson
said. For example, $90 can provide food for an
older child for a month.
Erickson graduated from Barron Collier High
School in 1999. After high school, she felt a
calling to perform missionary work. At 18, she
joined a Guatemalan mission group, but was sent
home early due to political unrest in the country.
Erickson discovered a missionary program
called Volunteers International for Development
Education Service, or VIDES, for young women
ages 18 to 25. Erickson told her interviewers that
she would like to travel to Africa to perform
missionary work.
“I taught English for a year. There were 500
students in 11 classes. Most of the children were 6
and younger,” she said. “I can’t imagine having
60 kids in a class in the United States.”
After her time in Ethiopia, Erickson returned
to Florida. In Tallahassee, she studied music
therapy at Florida State University and then
transferred to Florida A&M University to study
photography. Although she did not graduate, she
did return to Naples to start a photography
business, taking photos of architecture.
But Africa was calling her home. Erickson left
Naples and traveled to Africa, looking for a place
to settle. She spent time in Kenya, Uganda and
Rwanda. But in summer 2005, she settled in
Ethiopia.
“I felt at home there,” she said. “I had a
calling by God to help people in Africa. ”
Debbie Graham, a fifth-grade teacher at
Avalon Elementairy School, has known Erickson
since she was little and asks Erickson to speak to
her students when she returns to Naples from
Ethiopia. She said she remembers Erickson’s
ambition to go to Africa and start an orphanage.
Erickson will be in Naples until mid-May,
when she and the boys will return to Ethiopia.
To raise money, Erickson is speaking to local
organizations and soliciting donations, as well as
speaking to youth groups and children to raise
awareness.
She also is producing a music CD of hymns,
and all of the proceeds will go to the mission. And
she’s looking into ways to auction or sell her
photographs of Africa as an additional means of
income.
“I know God will provide, but I’m just
praying that it will come through soon,” she said.

Housing Assistance Extended
For Gulf Coast Hurricane Victims
Federal Coordinator home programs will pay a portion of the cost,
for Gulf Coast Rebuilding, which will begin at $50 per month and incrementally
Donald E. Powell, U.S. increase each month thereafter until the program
Department of Housing concludes on March 1,2009. In addition, beginning
and Urban Development immediately, FEMA will allow residents of its
Secretary Alphonso Jackson mobile homes and travel trailers to purchase their
and FEMA Administrator R. dwellings at a fair and equitable price. Seniors and
David Paulison announced the disabled whose primary source of income is
today that the temporary Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or other
housing assistance programs fixed income that make them eligible to receive
for Gulf Coast hurricane assistance under existing HUD programs will be
Alphonso Jackson victims have been extended protected. HUD will actively work to transition
by 18 months until March these individuals into its properties or programs
1, 2009. The current FEMA extension ends on for seniors and the disabled.
August 31, 2007.
Beginning immediately, FEMA is setting up a
HUD and FEMA are also working on a plan process to allow victims of Katrina and Rita who
whereby HUD would take over management of have been living in travel trailers and mobile
the rental housing program on behalf of FEMA homes to purchase those units at a reduced cost.
beginning on September 1, 2007. GCR, HUD and The adjusted fair market cost will take into account
FEMA are working on the mechanics of the new FEMA’s monthly expenses for maintaining the
arrangement and will consult with Congress on units and its standard cost for deactivating the
the most appropriate structure for transferring units. This initiative will allow those residents
management responsibilities.
who have been unable to move on to purchase
Beginning in March 2008, individuals in both their own units, thus facilitating their return to
the rental housing and travel trailer and mobile self-sufficiency.
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NATIONAL NEWS
Nicotine Addiction: Blacks Buy
Iraq War Dominates First
Enough Cigarettes To Send
Democratic Presidential Debate
2,500 Students To College
By: NEDRAPICKLER
Associated Press Writer

By: HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
NNPA Washington Correspondent

WASHINGTON (NNPA) - Once upon a time,
Wayne Greer of Richton, Park, Ill., would spend
more than $30 a week on his “pack-and-a-halfsometimes-two-pack-a-day” cigarette habit.
Recalling the more than $65,000 he spent on the
42-year habit this week, Greer scoffs humorously, “I
would be rich.” Maybe not rich, but, there’s a whole
lot he could have done with that money.
According to a special report by the Centers for
Disease Control, “the money that African-American
smokers spend on cigarettes in a single day could
send more than 2,500 Black students to college for
an entire year.” The 41-page report, “Pathways to
Freedom, Winning the Fight Against Tobacco,” also
states that in one week, smokers could save enough
money to pay for two Cds, get a manicure and
pedicure, a full tank of gas, pay a cell phone bill or
buy a ticket to a sporting event. In one year, it states,
a smoker could save enough money for a new
computer, a vacation for two, a down payment on a
new care or an entertainment system for the house
or car, the report states. It adds, in 20 years, a
smoker could buy the latest sports car or have
enough for a down payment on a house.
Instead, Greer had made a down payment on
cancer. “I had been going back and forth to the
doctor for five years,” he recalls his life three years
ago, trying to convince medical experts that his
“sweating and breathing hard” were not normal. “I
couldn’t figure out what was wrong with me.”
The doctors insisted they couldn’t find
anything, he says. Finally, an intern, seeing his
frustration, gave him a cat scan. “She found it. She
found a tumor on my lung,” says Greer. “It’s still
there.”
That whs three years ago. Greer has been
fighting for his life ever since. “They gave me two
to seven months to live,” he recalls. Through
chemotherapy, natural herbs;, prayer, and love and
care from his wife, Bobbie, he is now in his third
year since the prognosis.
“I couldn’t believe it. All the time I quit and that
stuff still comes back on me,” says Greer, who quit
15 years ago after smoking for 42 years. But, even
then, he saw the signs.
Ever since he started smoking at 12 years old,
enticed by the suave, macho images of Humphrey
Bogart and John Wayne in the movies, Greer had
been in love with the drag. “It was a cool thing,” he
recalls almost euphorically. “Everybody smoked.
All my friends smoked. It was the thing. Then one

day (about 15 years ago) I was driving - me and a
friend of mine coming home from the job - and I
was just coughing and I told him, I said, ‘Man, I’ve
got to be a fool. I’m setting up here and these
cigarettes are making me cough.’ I’m just coughing
away,” recalls the now 71-year-old. “I just threw the
whole pack out the window, just like that. And I
never smoked again.”
By then, it was too late. Among his favorite
pastimes now is insisting that his family and friends
quit smoking and get cancer screenings of all kinds.
The CDC reports that smoking-related diseases
cause 45,000 deaths a year in the Black community. ‘
“I talk to them all the time, I say, “Y’all don’t want
to be like me.’ This is really, really a heck of a thing.
People really don’t know what the stuff will do to
you. And they don’t know what chemo and
radiation will do to your body. It tears you apart,” he
says. “I like talking to people about it because I
don’t want to see anybody go through what I went
through. It’s really a bad thing. You really suffer a
lot.”
Even as he tries to convince his friends, Greer
and other advocates for quitting smoking have
enemies who are just as determined. “Tobacco
companies sell billions of cigarettes ahd cigars in
Black communities. One reason is because of target
marking. That’s when a company picks out certain
groups and uses ads to get their attention, says a
chapter in the CDC report titled, “Tobacco
•Products: They Sell, We Buy”.
It continues, “No community should ever be
targeted with a product that kills. Tobacco
companies reach the Black community with glitzy
ads that give the wrong message^- especially to
children. Tobacco ads show only beautiful people.
They never show people who become sick and die
because they smoked.”
Greer, through faith and good humor, speaks
freely of his plight even as he prepares for yet
another bout with cancer.
On Feb. 14 this year, he was leaving a restaurant
after lunch with his daughter when he reached for
his seatbelt and his arm snapped. “It went, ‘pow!’
Just like that,” he describes.
The lung cancer had spread. He was diagnosed
with bone cancer and is preparing to start new
rounds of chemotherapy this week.
Whether the 15 to 25 cents he once paid for a
pack of cigarettes or the five and six dollars that
some people pay today, “I look at these
people... They’ve got to be out of their minds,” he
says. “I’m going to tell you something. I hate to see
anybody smoke.”

Israel Honors Coretta Scott
King, Names Forest After Her

Coretta Scott King
By: BEN EVANS

WASHINGTON (AP) - Israel will name a
forest in northern Galilee after Coretta Scott King
as the country replants thousands of trees
destroyed during last year ’s war with Hezbollah.
The Coretta Scott King Forest will comprise
at least 10,000 trees and be a living memorial to
King’s legacy of peace and justice, Israel’s U.S.
Ambassador Sallai Meridor said Thursday at a
Washington ceremony launching the initiative.
Two members of the Congressional Black
Caucus said the initiative, which includes a
partnership with black churches in the United
States, would strengthen ties between blacks and
Jews dating back to the early Civil Rights
Movement.
“Jews and blacks share a common historical

bond of persecution and perseverance,” Rep.
Alcee Hastings, D-Fla., said as he and Artur
Davis, D-Ala., helped plant a ceremonial cherry
tree at Faith Tabernacle United Holy Church near
the Capitol.
The fighting between Hezbollah and Israel
last summer killed more than 1,000 in Lebanon
and 159 Israelis. Israeli officials estimate that
thousands of rockets launched by Hezbollah also
scorched and burned some 2 million trees in
northern Israel’s Biriya Forest.
A section of that forest will be renamed for
King, who died in 2006 nearly 40 years after the
assassination of her husband, the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. She would have celebrated her
80th birthday Friday.
“I remember myself as a young child in Israel
being inspired by (the Kings),” Meridor said.
“They made the world a better place, and we think
made all of us better human beings.”
Israel already has a forest named in honor of
Martin Luther King Jr. in southern Galilee. The
Jewish National Fund, which also is backing the
new forest, began that forest in 1976 with the
planting of 39 trees, one for every year of the slain
civil rights leader’s life.
The fund, a nonprofit organization that acts as
a caretaker for the land of Israel, recently
launched a $400 million campaign to rebuild and
reforest northern parts of the country.
The fund is working with other groups to
encourage U.S. congregations to donate money
toward the Coretta Scott King forest and to plant
matching trees across the United States to honor
her legacy of public service.

ORANGEBURG, S.C. (AP) - Democratic
presidential hopefuls flashed their anti-war
credentials Thursday night and heaped criticism
on President Bush's Iraq policy in an early first
debate of the 2008 campaign.
“The first day I would get us out of Iraq
by diplomacy,” said New Mexico Gov. Bill
Richardson, one of eight rivals on the debate
stage.
“If this president does not get us out of Iraq,
when I ampresident, I will,” pledged Sen. Hillary
Rodham Clinton of New York,
But Clinton found herself on the receiving end
of criticism moments later when former North
Carolina Sen. John Edwards said she or anyone
else who voted to authorize the war should
“search their conscience.”
Edwards, in the Senate at the time, also cast
his vote for the invasion, but he has since
apologized for it
Of the eight foes participating in the debate at
South Carolina State University, four voted earlier
in the day to support legislation that cleared
Congress and requires the beginning of a troop
withdrawal by Oct. 1. The legislation sets a goal
of a complete withdrawal by April 1, 2008.
“We are one signature away from ending this
war,” said Sen. Barack Obama, D-Ill. He said if
Bush won't change his mind about vetoing the
bill, Democrats need to work on rounding up
enough Republican votes to override him.
In addition to Obama and Clinton, Sens. Joe
Biden of Delaware and Chris Dodd of
Connecticut also cast votes earlier in the day in
favor of the legislation.
Former Alaska Sen. Mike Gravel and Rep.
Dennis Kucinich of Ohio also participated in the
debate.
Bush is barred by the Constitution from
running for re-election next fall, and the result is
an extraordinarily early , startt tp ; the campaign to
succeed him.
The debate, nine months before the kickoff
Iowa caucuses, was 90 minutes long without
opening or closing statements from the candidates.
Instead, each of the eight fielded questions in turn.
That made for a rapid-fire debate but
prevented follow-up questions when any of the
eight sidestepped, as when Clinton and Biden
avoided answering when asked whether they
agreed with Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid's
assessment that the Iraq war is lost.
While Iraq dominated the debate’s early
moments, Edwards was asked about having paid
for a $400 haircut from campaign donations rather
than from his own wallet.
“That was a mistake, which we remedied," he
said. A wealthy former trial lawyer, he recalled
once having gone to dinner at a restaurant as a
young child and having to leave because his father
could not afford the prices.

“I’ye not forgotten where I came from,” he said.
Five of the eight, Gravel, Biden, Dodd,
Kucinich and Richardson, raised their hands when
moderator Brian Williams of NBC News asked
whether they had ever had a gun in their home.
Asked about a recent Supreme Court ruling
that upheld a ban on so-called partial birth
abortions, several of the contenders replied they
would not impose a litmus test on their own
nominees to the high court.
At the same time, they stressed their support
for abortion rights, and said their appointees to the
bench would reflect that, “Any of my appointments
to the high court would necessarily reflect my
thinking,” said Kucinich, who did not mention
that he opposed abortion rights until switching
positions before he ran for the White House in
2004.
There were moments of levity, as when
Williams referred to Biden’s reputation for
“verbosity” and asked whether he had the
discipline to be a player on the world.stage.
“Yes,” the Delaware lawmaker replied with
uncharacteristic brevity.
Perhaps because the campaign is still in its
early stages, there was little cross-stage criticism.
Gravel was an exception, when he said,
“Some of these people frighten me, they frighten
me. When you have main line, candidates who say
there's nothing off the table when it comes to
Iran,” he said, adding that was “code for using”
nuclear weapons.
,
On another issue, asked later why he was not
supporting an NAACP ban on travel to South
Carolina while the Confederate flag flies on the
grounds of thd State Capitol in Columbia, Biden
noted that Rep. James Clybum, a black member
of Congress from another part of the state, had
invited them to the debate.
The flag “should be put in a museum,” added
Obama, running the most competitive race in
history for a black candidate.
The debate was about 40 minutes old when
Clinton made the first mention of her husband, the
former president. Responding to a question about
the recent shooting spree at Virginia Tech, she
began by saying, “I remember very well when I
accompanied Bill to Columbine” the Colorado
high school that was the scene of another shooting
spree a decade ago.
Not surprisingly, Bush’s fraq war policy found
no supporters on the debate stage.
“I am proud that I opposed this war from the
start,” said Obama, a jab at those on the stage who
voted to authorize the invasion.
‘‘The president has a fundamentally flawed
policy,” said Biden. “The president should start off
by not vetoing the legislation he says he will veto.”
Dodd said Bush was pursuing a “failed policy.”
Kucinich jabbed at the senators on stage,
saying it made no sense to oppose the war and
then turn around and vote for more money as they
did. The Ohio lawmaker voted against the
legislation that cleared Congress earlier in the day.

Now Is The Time To Change A
Life For A Child In Foster Care
May is National Foster Care Month
(BLACK PR WIRE) Over 513,000 American
children are in foster care because their own
families are in crisis and unable to provide for
their essential wellbeing: Of these children, 32
percent are African American. These numbers are
quite disproportionate when you look at the fact
that African-American children make up only 15
percent of the total United States population.
Research indicates that children of color are
not at greater risk for abuse and neglect than
Caucasian children, however, they are more likely
to enter and stay in foster care for longer periods
of time and are less likely'to be either returned
home or adopted. Like all young people, youth in
foster care, regardless of color, deserve and
benefit from enduring, positive relationships with
caring adults. Now is the time to get involved.
This May, National Foster Care Month will
serve as a platform for connecting more of these
vulnerable children to concerned, nurturing
adults. Join America’s leading child welfare
agencies, advocates, experts and more than 12
million- foster care alumni as they come together
to address the needs of young people in foster
care. Their message is simple: No matter how
much time you have to give, you have the power

to do something positive that wilt “Change a
Lifetime” for a young person in foster care. .
Across the nation, caring individuals are
helping foster children build brighter fixtures by
serving as their foster parents, relative caregivers,
mentors, advocates, social workers and volunteers.
But much more help is needed. If nothing changes
by the year 2020:
• Nearly 14 million confirmed cases of child
abuse and neglect will be reported;
• 22,500 children will die of abuse or neglect,
most before their fifth birthday;
• More than 9,000,000 children will experience
the foster care system;
• More than 300,000 children will age out of
the foster care system, in poor health and illprepared for success in higher education,
technical college or the workforce; and,
• 99,000 former foster youth, who aged out of
the system, can expect to experience homelessness.
For more information about National Foster Care
Month, planned community events and activities,
and the many ways, in which you can make a
lasting difference for America’s children and youth
in foster care, please visit, www.fostercaremonth.org
or call 888-799-KIDS (5437).
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OBITUARIES
■si

Barbara J.
Johnson

Te'keyah Renise
Goodman

Ediesha
Eunique Daniel

Dennis
Jones

Grace
Lawson

Deloris
McCoy

Charlie
Simmons Sr.

Terrell Xavion
Wright

Bom on December
10, 1943 in St.
Petersburg, to the late
Mr. Kent Morgan Sr.,
and Mrs. Rosetta B.
Sowell, Barbara J.
Johnson departed this
life on April 19, 2007.
Those left to cherish
her memories include
her mother, Rosetta B.
Sowell, of St. Petersbuig;
brothers, Kent Morgan,
Jr., of St. Petersburg
and Harold Morgan
(Phyllis) of Palmetto,
FL; sisters, Rosetta
Dot Young (Richard),
Gloria M. Bryant
(Pierce), Frances M.
Cato (Russell) and
Theresa “Momma Tee”
Lassiter, all of St.
Petersburg, Brenda L.
Smith (Larry), of
Tallahassee, FL and
LaTwanya E. Alderman
(Ronald), of Orlando,
FL; uncles, aunts, a
godson, a godsister
and a host of nieces,
nephews, cousins and
family friends.

B or n in St.
Petersburg, Te’keyah
Renise “Tweety”
Goodman, 16, died
April 24, 2007.
She is survived
by her mother, April and
stepfather Lee Crowder
of St. Petersburg; her
father, John Johnson of
St. Petersburg; two
brothers, Terrell,
Goodman and Leonard
Bailey of St. Petersburg;
two sisters, Tashiana
Peny and Sharie Johnson
of St. Petersburg;
maternal grandparents,
Annette and Wille
Earl Jenkins of St.
Petersburg and Gary
and Cynthia Peterson
of St. Petersburg; greatgrandparents, Lisa
Melton and Catherine
Clark of St. Petersburg;
Paternal Grandparents,
Jackie and Ralph
Nunnaly of St.
Petersburg; and a host
of
other
family
members’and friends.

Bom on November
1 1, 1 989 in St.
Petersburg, to Eddie
Daniel and Christine
Harvin, Ediesha Eunique
Daniel departed this
life on Wednesday,
April 18, 2007.
Those left to
cherish her memories
include one son, Charles
Jabrel Wilson Jr.; father,
Eddie Daniel; mother,
Christine Harvin;
maternal grandmother,
Junita Williams of
Cordelle, Georgia;
grandfather, Eddie
Daniel, Sr. of Cordelle,
GA; three brothers,
Anterrio Harvin of
Crystal River, FL,
AponteHarvin and
Damian Daniel, of St.
Petersburg; four sisters,
Christiana Harvin,
Mya Daniel, Kayla
Daniel and Kierra
Wilson, all of St.
Petersburg; and a host
of other relatives and
friends.

Bom on July 30,
1933 in Waynesboro,
Georgia, Dennis Jones
departed this life on
Friday, April 20, 2007.
Those left to cherish
his memories include his
companion, Catherine
Barber of St. Petersburg;
two sons, Ricky Davis
and Chris Barber, of
St. Petersburg; one
daughters, Linda
McNealy Barber of
St. Petersburg; motherin-law, Flora Mae
Henderson of St.
Petersburg; four
brothers in law, three
sisters in law; and a
host of other relatives
and friends.

Bom on December
5, 1921 to the late
Luther and Nellie Green
in Waynesboro, GA,
Mother Grace Lawson
departed this life on
April 10, 2007.
Those
left to
cherish her memories
include three sons,
William
Lawson
(Daisy), Benjamin
Lawson (Cecelia),
and James M. Lawson
(Wanda),
all
of
St. Petersburg; two
daughters,
Elender
(Linda) Stanley of
Washington,
D.C.,
Phyllis Thomas (Cassell)
of St. Petersburg;
thirteen grandchildren,
one step-daughter,
thirty-seven great
grandchildren, one
sister, Bessie Lee
Johnson of St.
Petersburg; six sisters
in law, four brothers in
law, eight nieces, six
nephews and a host of
other relatives and
devoted friends.

Deloris McCoy, age
66, died on April 6,
2007.
She leaves behind
to cherish her memories,
five children, Bennie
Brown, Dwayne
“Mocha” Brown,
Lillie McCoy, all . of
Clearwater, Brenda
Brown and Danny
Brown of Orlando;
three brothers, Lawrence
Boyd of Orlando,
Abraham Billingsley
of Georgia, David
Billingsley of Georgia;
two sisters, Eassie
Burton of Largo and
Bertha Fowler of
Georgia; and a host of
grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, and friends.

Charlie Simmons
Sr., age 69, died April
20,2007
He leaves to cherish
his memory, wife,
Leola Simmons; seven
daughters, Beverly
Pearson and Carrie
Jackson of Union
Springs, AL, Evela
Lester of Graceville,
FL, Nancy Thomas,
LaShang Simmons,
Vanessa Simmons
Cayasso, Natasha
Simmons all of St.
Petersburg; three sons,
Charlie Simmons II,
Christopher Simmons,
and John Simmons,
all of St. Petersburg;
one sister, Annie Seal
Rogers of Columbus,
GA; and a host of
grandchildren, great
grandchildren, nieces
and nephews.

Bom on November
3, 2006 in St.
Petersburg to Antonio
Earl Wright, Jr. and
Olympia Alexandria
Hines, Terrell Xavion
Wright departed this
life on Monday, April
23, 2007.
Those left to
cherish his memories
include his mother,
Olympia Alexandria
Hines of St. Petersburg;
his father, Antonio
Earl Wright, Jr. of St.
Petersburg; maternal
grandparents, Calvin
and Ethel Wright, Jr.;
maternal grandfather,
Hugo and Leatha
Gordon of Sarasota, FL;
great-grandmother,
Delores
Hines;
grandmother, Tracy
Green; paternal great
grandmother, Luvenia
Green; one bother,
Antonio Wright, III;
one sister, Mikaylah
Hines; and a host of
other relatives.

~ Zion Hill Mortuary

~ Creal Funeral Home

~ Smith Funeral Home

~ Smith Funeral Home

~ Morning Glory
Funeral Chapel

~ Morning Glory
Funeral Chapel

~ Smith Funeral Home

~ McRae Funeral Home

Don’t Think I Do Not
Grieve
By: Brenda Penepent

CALVARY
CATHOLIC
CEMETERY

Buri$890
al Spaces
“A Piece of ftflqd, at tlje Tinje of Need”

Complete Funeral
& Burial Included
$6995.00

Owner Dwayne E. Matt
and Immaculate Matt
and family

Pre-need
Interest-free
financing
available

Includes: Removal, Embalming, Funeral Car, Hearse, Casket,

Vault, Obituary, Burial Space with Opening & Closing,
Casket Spray, Funeral Notice and On-Line Guest Book

11801-U.S. 19 N.
Clearwater, FL

“Service la the Soul’s Highest Calling”
Call: Dwayne E. Matt, L.F.D.

(727) 328-0466

727-572-4355
Prince and Edna Matt

Inez Patricia
Johnson
Bom on November
12, 1923 to the late
Willie Leggett and Mary
Sanders in Montezuma,
Georgia, Inez Patricia
Johnson departed this
life on April 18, 2007.
Those
left
to
cherish her memories
include two sons, Keith
Leggett and Andre A.
Johnson (Cheryl Oliver);
four
grandchildren,
Alicia Johnson, Natasha
Johnson, Jaila Johnson
and Kiersten Johnson,
four great-grandchildren
all of St. Petersburg;
and a host of other
relatives and friends.
~ Creal FuneralHome

SO SMITHS
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICE
——SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987 —

/

Our Professional Caring Staff...
Affordable Services with Dignity...
Anchored In Integrity...
has established us, as a leader In the funeral Industury.
Consider us first for all of your funeral Arrangements.
Standard and Premier Funeral Packages
personalized to your tamily needs.

“It’s all taken care of’
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind. .

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

“Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours"
Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

727-894-2266 / Fax 821-8728
153418th Avenue South ♦ St, Petersburg, FL 33705
/Mr £££
mb

Don’t think I do not feel;
because you see no tears.
A river rages deep inside
of grief, and loss, and
fears.
Just because I do not
cry now,
don’t think my heart’s
not broken.
I keep inside the misery
of words not to be spoken.

Sometimes I smile, or
crack a joke,
so you won’t see the pain;
or notice how my hands
will shake,
or how I’ve gone insane.
Each time I chance
to think of her, .
my heart is ripped asunder.
The loss I feel is
mine alone,
you will not see my
thunder.

MORNING GLORY FUNERAL
CHAPEL OF ST. PETERSBURG
Affordable and Compassionate
3301 5th Avenue South
St. Petersburg

(727) 323-8132

Lisa M. Speights
LFD and Owner

Creal Funeral
Home
1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

t&e, eomoaotittf octree t950
State Approved Pre-Funeral

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

Arrangement Plan
Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service

Robert Creal, Sr., LFD
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
CHURCH EVENTS LISTING—------ —

---- —

ST. MARK MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, under the leadership
of its dynamic, spirited, man of God, the Reverend Brian Kenneth
Brown, its official staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the entire
congregation of St. Mark, extend to the community at large, its
wishes that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon
their lives. St. Mark is grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a world hungering for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St. Mark, we are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity, praising God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Calendar for May
May 4

Business Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

May 11

Christian Women’s Conference Meeting

May 13

Mothers’ Day with Breakfast being served at 8:00 for

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

MT. ZION AME CHURCH

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE HOPE”

In need of a mid-week lift? Then stop by Zion for a day of
ministry.

Weekly ministries:

Reverend Carlos L. Senior, Pastor

The New Hope family invites you to worship with us on
Sunday morning. Our morning begins at 7:45 with Early Morning
Service. Holy Communion will be served during this service.
Sunday school begins at 9:00 with classes available for all ages!
Bring the entire family to leam more about our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.
Worship continues at 10:30 with the Disciples of Hope leading
the congregation in praise. The Music team consists of Michael
McKenny, Vemard McKenny, Marcus Childs, and Corey Givens.
The Bread of Life will be served by our Esteemed Pastor,
Reverend Carlos L. Senior. The Ordinances of the Church will be
observed during this worship experience. We will be delighted to
have you worship with us!
We invite you to visit our website: www.spreadinghopeonline.org.
Check us out!

Wednesday -

Vintage Bible Study, 11:00 a.m., come enjoy
the Word and lunch.
Bible Study, 6:00 p.m., collectively we learn

more of God.
Hour of Power, 7:00 p.m., hour of praise,
prayer and preaching.

Mount Zion is on the move;
Get on board as we Mount up at Mount Zion!
Be blessed and have a Jesus filled week.

SAVE THE DATE

mothers and men in charge of Worship service
May 19

Combined Ushers Workshop

May 20

Pastor’s 12th Anniversary Kickoff Celebration

May 27

Annual Variety Concert

May 28

Memorial Day (Church Office Closed)

St. Mark Offers...
Sunday School is held for both children and adults of all ages.

Sunday School starts each' Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All are
myited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out and study the Bible
with us and leam “What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Monday at 6:00 p.m. Children in the community are welcomed to
join us.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
Spring Variety Concert
Under the Leadership of
Franklin Gray, Minister of Music

MIDWEEK P.U.S.H.
(Prayer, Understanding & Spiritual Healing)

Bible Study (Adult and Youth) will be held on Wednesday
evening at 7:00. Bring the entire family to leam about our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
Prayer Band is held on Thursday mornings at 11:00.
Come
let’s praise God together.

“Effectual, fervent prayers of the righteous availeth much. ”

Theme: “Praise God From Whom All
Blessings Flow”
Sunday, May 27, 2007

UPCOMING EVENTS
May 14-20

4:00 P.M.
1301 37th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL
For Additional Information call
727-321-6631

Celebration of Church’s 94th Anniversary

May 26th
End-of-the-Year Bash (Youth Ministry)
May 27th
Recognition of 2007 Graduates

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study every Thursday evening at

7:00 p.m.

“A false life never goes with a true faith.”

St. Mark Tutoring Ministry: Free tutoring is available for all
school age children (during “the school year) each Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:15 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at St. Mark
under the direction of Sis. Rhonda Jackson. Volunteers are both
needed and welcomed.

The Rock of Jesus
Missionary Baptist
Church Invites
GHETTREAL Community
Services, Inc.
On Tuesday, May 8, 2007 at 7:00 p.m., The Rock of Jesus
Missionary Baptist Church will host a presentation regarding
HIV/AIDS and substance abuse among African Americans.
The church is located at 3940-18th Avenue South in St. Petersburg.
Rev. Frank Peterman, Jr. is the pastor. This presentation is open to
the public and all interested persons are welcomed.
The HIV/AIDS epidemic is growing in the African American
community at alarming rates. We must pursue an aggressive
campaign for awareness and prevention. In. 1981, AfricanAmericans made up 10% of the general population and 37% of
reported HIV/AIDS cases. In 2005, African Americans comprised
only 15% of the adult population, but represented a whopping 53%
of the reported AIDS cases and 49% of the HIV cases. The ninth
leading cause of death among 15 to 19 year-olds is HIV/AIDS. The
fastest growing rate of HIV/AIDS is among African-American
heterosexual women of child-bearing age.
This is a serious problem in our community that requires
immediate attention. Too many of out young adults are affected by
HIV/AIDS. Too many are dying due to the lack of education and/or
treatment. The church, community organizations, homes, and
schools can work together to help change the statistics of
HIV/AIDS among African Americans and others. Our youth
represent 20% of our population, but they comprise 100% of our
future.
GHETTREAL Community Services, Inc. endeavors to improve
the quality of life for HIV/AIDS-infected persons through a holistic
approach that addresses the physical, mental, and spiritual needs of
individuals.
‘
Please “come, let us reason together” and formulate a plan of
action that will empower all of our people to live most and serve
best. We appreciate your attendance, your input and your prayers.
For more information please contact the Director of
GHETTREAL Community Services, Inc., Mrs. Alma Kicklighter,
at (727) 821-1175.

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU TO YOUR KNEES,
YOU’RE IN THE PERFECT POSITION TO PRAY!

WRXB 1590 AM.
&

rhe Voices of Unity Regional Q**

Under the Direction of ,
Richard C. Guess (AKA Cordell G)
Recording Artist and WRXB Radio Personality

Mother’s Day
C3i os oel Celebration

May IX
5:00PM
Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church
\ .
3940 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711, Frank Peterman
All in th© Family
tampa, florida

sl Petersburg, florida

Keith Flournoy
st. Petersburg, florida

‘ts!
Dana Mackey

Tampa, Florida

Vision of Harmony
tampa, florida <

Abajah
gainsville, florida
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iOiilriP<g=

b" B

m

B6

RELIGIOUS NEWS continued

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MAY 3,2007

Christianity, Not Vanity, At Root Of Black Women’s Diet Program
By: STEPHANIE REITZ

HARTFORD, CN (AP) - The idea of strolling
the beach in a bikini isn’t what motivates Sandra
Mosby to bake her chicken rather than frying it, or
to lightly season her collard greens rather than
dropping in a fatty ham hock.
For Mosby and a growing number of black
women, developing healthy habits and losing
weight is less about satisfying her vanity and more
about strengthening her Christianity.
Several recent studies throughout the U.S.
have concluded that the all-about-you mentality of
many mainstream diet programs doesn’t resonate
with black women whose focus lies in strengthening
their families, communities and churches.
Now, there’s a new approach: Rather than
pushing black women to adapt to those programs,'
researchers are developing new programs that
emphasize improving health as a pathway to
better serving God.
“A lot of the existing weight-loss programs are
designed and developed for typical middle-class
white women,” said Judith Fifield, a professor in
the University of Connecticut’s medical school at
the UConn Health Center.

“A lot of the traditional weight-loss messages
are, ‘It’s all about you,’ whereas a lot of AfricanAmerican women are so committed to caring for
their families and serving the church that they
aren’t used to putting themselves first,” she said.
Mosby is a prime example. Juggling her
college classes, close-knit family and involvement
at Bethel A.M.E. Church made it easy for the
Hartford resident to fall into unhealthy eating
habits.
. Mosby and her. mother, Frances Mosby, have
changed their approach to food and health as
participants in SisterTalk Hartford. That
program’s sessions are modeled on research by
Brown University in Providence, which tested the
concept a few years ago with SisterTalk programs
on cable television in Greater Boston.
Now, Mosby and her mother scrutinize food
labels, take brisk walks with friends and cook
with seasonings and spices in place of fatty
flavorings.
Religious themes underpin all of the SisterTalk
lessons, using the experiences and teachings of
Jesus Christ and other Bible figures to provide
support. And rather than focusing on specific
numbers on the scale or dress sizes, it emphasizes

Caucasian women to be obese.
Fifield, the UConn researcher, said early
research into the SisterTalk program is heartening.
More than half of the women in the Hartfordarea groups lost weight, while another 23 percent
maintained their current weights without gaining
during the six-month review period.
Of the women who lost weight, about 60
percent either maintained the weight loss or
dropped more pounds up to 10 months afterward.
Thomas Lasater, director of Brown University’s
Institute for Community Health Promotion, said
one of the keys to success es reflecting the
challenges and preferences of black women.
That includes busy schedules that can deter
people from joining gyms, family obligations and
cultural leanings that help dictate what shows up
on the dinner table.
“Everything from chicken fried steak, fried
okra, you name it, you can do it in the oven
instead of frying it,” Lasater said. “You don’t have
to give up the dishes that help you identify who
you are, you just change them a bit. You’d be
surprised how many calories you can get rid of
that way.”

healthy habits for women of all sizes and body
types.
“We know that jve all fall down, but we’re
motivated by the lessons and by each other to get
up and go on,” said Sandra Mosby, whose church
was one of 12 in greater Hartford who participated
in a recent study of the program’s effectiveness.
Spurred by the successes, Brown University
researchers are working on a 12-month SisterTalk
program for distribution to at least 30 state health
departments who’ve expressed interest, including
Connecticut’s.
Health researchers say such programs have
promise, particularly at a time when an estimated
two-thirds of Americans are overweight or obese.
Federal statistics suggest black women are
particularly at risk for weight problems and
accompanying health complications such as
diabetes.
A study by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention found as many as 70.6 percent of
black women across various age groups qualified
as overweight or obese between 1999 and 2002.
And according to the minority health office of
the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, black women were 1.6 times as likely as

Congregation Gathers To Celebrate Its History As 'Free People*
By: JAMIE C. RUFF

BUCKINGHAM, VA (AP) - Basil Gooden
stepped from a horse-drawn carriage in his dusty
black boots and walked into the late 19th century.
Before about 250 onlookers, Gooden and
other reenactors Sunday portrayed the Rev.
Gabriel Palmer and his cQngregation of newly
freed slaves in 1865 as they worshipped outdoors
under a brush arbor, a covering of limbs and
bushes supported by stilts.
Palmer and about 500 followers organized
Alexander Hill Baptist Church, the oldest
standing black church in Buckingham County.
They moved from the arbor into a log building in
early 1867. The church is still standing, though
the logs have been covered with boards.
Still present is a rare preaching mound, an
outdoor pulpit, from which the minister would
speak-to his congregation gathered under the
brush arbor. It was featured in Sunday’s program.
“I bet if you research, there would be one or
two in the country,” said Martha Louis,
chairwoman of Jamestown 2007 of Buckingham

County, which co-sponsored the prograni with the
Buckingham African American Life and History
Society.
“Jubilo, my children,” Gooden called out as
he approached the reenactors gathered to hear his
portrayal of Palmer, a young minister at the time.
“The day of freedom is here. We are gathered here
as free people.”
From the mound, Gooden' quoted Palmer as
promoting a message of education, pursuing the
right to vote and recognizing the need for land
ownership.
The text may not have been authentic, but the
message was, said Buckingam resident Charles W.
White, an author and historian.
“We do know Gabe Palmer was interested in
education and he was involved in voting,” White
said.
At the end of the Civil War, Alexander
Mosley, a promin®it.4awyer, gave each of his
former slaves a parcel of land. Included was an
area for a house of worship to be built.
Among Mosley’s slaves was Littie, who
became Palmer’s wife. Palmer and his family

were free blacks who lived near the Mosley
plantation.
Before the reenactment, Katherine Hairston of
Martinsville, who grew up in the church,
reminisced to the audience about church life in the
1940s until the early 1950s when she left for
college. When there was a death in the
community, someone would ring the bell at the
church and everyone would come to hear who had
died and leam the plans for the funeral, she said.
Hairston had to shorten her talk, so she said
there was no time to elaborate on stories of having
to take her shoes off because of the dust bn the
road and of being baptized in the creek.
The church today has no minister and only
three members but “there are a lot of people that
church influenced,” Louis noted. Three other
county churches that continue today grew out of
it.
Historic Buckingham Inc. owns the building
and sees it as an extension of a historic village
planned to open in July, said Louis, who is also a
vice president with the organization.
Supporters hope that Sunday’s program will

help preserve the church, the mound, the. memory
of the congregation and its story for generations to
come.
“We Want people to take away a strong sense
of the history, ” Louis said, " a strong sense of
what these people went through just to worship.”
Joyce Gooden, vice president of the county’s
life and history society, said she hopes that those
who attended also left with a sense of community.
“I hope they walked away with ... a
recognition of what a jewel they have here in the
history of a building they pass and don’t notice
too much.”
It is striking that what Palmer talked about
then is still relevant today, said Basil Gooden,
principal deputy director of Virginia’s Department
of Housing and Community Development.
Joyce Gooden, his sister, said it shows how
much work remains to be done.
.
| “Voting isn’t new,” she said. “We need to
educate our children, that isn’t new. We need to
own land, and move on.” ,

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church
912 3rd Avenue North- St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 822-2089

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-43^1

Bethel1894@knology.net

Breakfast Ministry.................. ...Sunday 8:00 ajm.
Church School ............................................. .9:00 ajm.
Morning Worship. ................ . . . . ............... . 10:30 ajm.
Bible Study............... ..............Tuesday 7:00 p.m.
Youth Church ................. . Mon & Wed 5:30 p.m.

www.mzprogressive.org

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. •10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth) .

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712

•

Reverend & Mrs.
Jimmie B. Keel

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

“There’s A Place For YOU in the AME Church”

Saint elelR frlwtittvQ Baptist

Greater St. Paul Missionary Baptist
Church

(727) 321-0911

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabayrr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 134O.com

532-33rd Street South • St. Petersburg, FL

www.victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Sunday School

Schedule of Services ,

Evening Worship ...................................

6 p.m.

Baptist Training Union ............................. 5 |xm.

Scheduled Services:

Tuesday Night
General Bible Study

(except Wednesdays)
Rev. Clyde

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the

9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship......................................11:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.

Claude S. Williams,
Pastor

...........................

Early Morning

-

Church School

-

Mid-Morning

-

8:00 a.m.

Mid-week Family Night Bible Study

Thursday Night-Prayer Meeting & Teachers Meeting

We welcome you at all times

7:00 p.m.

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

*Nursery and Youth Services Available

2

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Walking In The, Promised Vision

2:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Study

Early Morning Worship ..... .. .. ............... .. ....... ..............7:30 a.m.

Sunday School ................................................................. .. .. .9:30 a.m.

__ _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting .... .7:00 p.m.

Friday Prayer Meeting ....................... .11:00 a.m.
‘‘Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

Sunday
Morning Worship

10:45 a.m.
Feed The Homeless

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 327-1373

Rev. Norris L.
Martin, Sr. - Pastor

-

Williams

other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911

Morning Worship

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

9:45 a.m.

11:00 a.m.

Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714

7:00 p.m.

(727) 374-1864

www.travelwiththechurch.com

www.abundant-harvest.org

(to book your travel engagements)

“Wa&ina

Log on:

Qn ‘The ‘PromisecC Vision”

i

ft
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist Episcopal Church

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabayjr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Worship Service

10:00 a.m

Sunday School
Teen Summit (Wednesday)

9:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Bible Study (Wednesday)

7:00 p.m.

Rev. Clarence
Williams, Pastor

Pentecostal Teipple Cljurcl) of God ip Christ

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North

mu

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Elder William
E. Anderson,
Pastor

(727) 906-8300

www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday School

9:30 a.m.

Mormng Worship

11:00 a.m.

Sunday................7:45 A.M. and 11 A.M. Worship

Prayer & Bible Study

Wednesday

7:30 p.m.

Sunday School..... ..................... :........... 9:30 A.M.

Intercessory Prayer

Saturday

5:45 a.m.

Wednesday............. Noonday Bible Study and

kingdom

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

F
W
B

Bishop Raymond T. Baker, Pastor

C

Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School.........................*...................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship.....................................ll:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer........'..............6:30 pan.

“Helping and
Healing"

Wednesday Night Bible Study .................7:30 pan.

“Inspiring and
Instructing"
“Praying and
Praising"

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where what God’s word teaches is practiced!

Tvwen

20th Street
Church Of Christ

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

M

(727) 898-9407

Serving and Saving

Thursday.......... ..........7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church

St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Dr. John A. Evans,

Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study

“A church working togetherfor the uyhuihting of god’s

820 20th Street South
Home: 896-8006

Communion is observed every first Sunday

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Qvd

vf

id

Christ

Services

Bro. Robert Smith

Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Church

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

St. Petersburg, FL

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.

.7:00 p.m.

...........6:30 p.m.

“The church with a heart in the heart of the city”

Missionary Baptist Church

9:00 a.m.

.............

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393

Friendship

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 865-1520

Sunday

Mid-Week Service . . . ............. .. .................... ..

All Male Bible Study, Thursday

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 ajn.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Rev. Rickey L. Houston
Pastor

“God’s House In The City”

Morning Glory

Early Morning Worship ....................... ,................ 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ......................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............. ...... ................ .............. 11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study .............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Vintage Bible Study .....................
.11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Prayer Service................... ....................................... 6:00 p.m.

Sunday School -10:30 am.

Sunday

t A. M. Service -11:30 am.
' YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) - 5:30 pm.

Sunday Morning Bible Class

9:00 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday

10:30 a.m.

P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) - 6:30 pm.

7:00 p.m.

P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 pm.

Sunday Evening Worship

5:00 p.m.

Monday Evening Bible Class

7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Class

7:00 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer - 9:30 to 10:30 am.

Wednesday

Prayer Service - 7:30 pm.

Thursday

Bible Study (for ail ages) - 7:30 pm.

ST. MARK MISSIOHARV BAPTIST CHURCH

Queen Street

1301 - 37th Street South, St, Petersburg, FL

Church ©f God In Christ • "

(727) 321-6631

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

i
gil

Schedule of Services

(727) 896-4356

Church School
9.30 e.m.
Morning Worship ............. ............ ...... ...... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union................... ...... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

• www.stmarkch.org

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

1

Rev. Brian K. Brown

‘Creating a Q-Caven of Q-Coye, Q~Ce(f>, and Q-CeaCingfor Christ”

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service
(fcammixmty

Ctfurclf

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

(727) 896-5228
www.spreadinghopeonline.org

P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Wisdom School 9:50 A.M.

Sunday Services:

Morning Worship 10:30 A.M.

Church School............. 9:00 a.m.

Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 P.M. (Wed)

Praise & Worship Service
The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin ............................... ..................

■ Associate Pastor

Finance Ministry............................... .. .....................................,.............. James Robinson

Children & Youth Ministry........................................................................ Joyce Robinson

Rev. Carlos Senior,
Pastor

Midweek P.U.S.H.

(Prayer Meeting/Bible Study) 7:00 p.m.

‘One Body, One Spirit, One Hope’

Ebenezer New Testament
Church of God

The Old Landmark Cathedral
Church Of God In Christ

“Winning Souls and Making Disciples”

Superintendent Mitchell L. Bryant, Pastor
4201 - 6^ Street South

3931 Central Avenu?, St Petersburg Florida 33713
;>;'ffS'ff'321-8989/

St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727/898-8616 • Fax: 727/502-9843

Ebenezerntcog@yahoo.com
www.ebenezerntcog.org A

“Grace and Peace Be Unto You from the Old
Landmark Church Family”
Schedule of Services

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Supt. Mitchell L. Bryant
and Lady Danita B. Bryant

THE NEW LATTER DAY
DELIVERANCE MINISTRIES, INC.
3900 5th AVENUE NORTH
ST. PETERSBURG, FL
PHONE: (727) 642-9839

SUNDAY WORSHIP CELEBRATION @ 11:30 a.m.

'
7:00 pjm.

SATURDAY
7:00 p.m.

Pastors:
Bishop Ed Nelson &
Rev. Sharon Nelson

First Baptist Institutional
Church

“Where God's Love Is Radiated and Christ Is Elevated!''

3144 Third Avenue South

David Allen Jr., Pastor

Discover HOPE
at

Hope of Glory Church

Word of God Broadcast
Watch Pastor Thompson
Sunday Night 7:30 p.m. Brighthouse Channel 95

Dominion Worship Ministries
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”
Come Worship with us...
Sunday Worship Services

St. Petersburg, FL

8 a.m., io a.m., 5 jp.m.
9:10 a.m. Righteous Ray

Phone: 323-7518

H

4016

12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711

(727) 321-8574

Monday
7:00 y.m. - Corporate ‘Prayer

■

IMonddy. Wednesday.
Saturday

9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship

6:00 a.m. - Corporate Prayer

Wednesday IBiGCe Study

11:00 a.m.

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Telephone: 727r327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 10:00 a.m.

“A Church of Ordinary People Serving an Extraordinary God!"

Sunday School

(727) 327-0015

FRIDAY NIGHT @ 7:30 p.m. - PRAISE & WORSHIP

[ 7:00 pjn.

Youth Nite
Harvest Crusade

Kim service is available by calling:

TUESDAY NIGHT @ 7:30 p.m. - BIBLE STUDY
111:15 ajm.
I 6:00 pan.

FRIDAY

Noon Day Prayer - Daily at 12 noon

9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m. - 10:20 a.m.
10:20 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

110:00 a jn.

Sunday School )
Divine Worship
Evening Service

School of Leaders

Wednesday Night Bible Study - 7:30 p.m

Church School:
Devotion:
Praise and Worship:
Morning Worship Service:
Bible Study each Tuesday:

Missionary Baptist Church

WORSHIP SERVICES;

SUNDAY |

WEDNESDAY

Sunday Morning Worship - 11 a.m.

of Jesus

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 - 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Wednesday Services:

Clerk Ministry ....................................... .................................... ............... Wyvonnia McGee

“A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People”

10:30 a.m.

The Rock

Sundays @ 10:30 a.m.

Rev Wayne g
Thompson, Pastor

Worshipping at: 5995 M.L. King, Jr. Street South
(On the campus of Lakewood United Methodist Church)
For more information contact the church office at: 727-867-1900

12 noon, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday
7:00 jp.m. - Music

the Arts

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry
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Badcock

New York Strip Steak
Certi
Bone-In, Publix Premiumi Certified
Beef, Beef Loin

SAVE UP

00 LB

Mangos or
Hass Avocados

4:3.00

Excellent for Salsas and Dips,
Grown in Central America, each
SAVE UP TO 1.76 ON 4

Handmade in Our Bakery, Baked Fresh
Throughout the Day, From the Publix Bakery, 16-oz loaf

SAVE UP TO .20

(Forona
Extra

Catfish
Fillets......................

Boar's Head®
Salsalito
o
Breast of Turkey............7

Fresh, Farm-Raised
(With Lemon Herb or
Cajun Seasoning ... lb 4.99)

Roasted, Sliced Fresh in the Publix Deli

SAVE UP TO .50 LB

SAVE UP TO .30 LB

Publix Deli proudly features a
full line of Boar's Head8 products.

4.69.

12-Pack
Corona Extra Beer.......... 11.7 7

Old El PaSO
Dinner Kit................get one FREE

Or Corona Light, Pacifico Clara,
or Imported: Negra Modelo,
Modelo Especial, Dos Equis Amber,
or Dos Equis Special Lager, 12-ozbot.

Assorted Varieties,
8.7 to 19.8-oz box
(Limit two deals on selected
advertised varieties.)

SAVE UP TO 1.70

SAVE UP TO 2.59

Publix
WHIM

SHOFNNQ

IS

A

Prices effective Thursday, May 3 through Wednesday, May 9, 2007.
Only in the Following Counties: Sumter, Pasco, Lake, Hernando, Citrus, Polk and Osceola

Prices not effective at Publix Sabor. Quantity Rights Reserved.

www.publix.com/ads

MEASURE

f

